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ANSWER: The word “advent" is from the Latin word for “coming,” and as such, describes the

“coming” of our Lord Jesus Christ into the flesh.

Advent begins the church year because the church year begins where Jesus' earthly life began —

in the Old Testament prophecies of his incarnation. After Advent comes Christmas, which is about

his birth; then Epiphany, about his miracles and ministry; then Lent, about his Calvary-bound

mission; then Easter, about his resurrection and the sending of the apostles; and then Ascension

(40 days after Easter) and Pentecost, with the sending of the Holy Spirit.

The first half of the church year (approximately December through June) highlights the life of

Christ. The second half (approximately June through November) highlights the teachings of

Christ. The parables and miracles play a big part here. That's "the church year in a nutshell," and it

should help reveal how Advent fits into "the big picture."

Advent specifically focuses on Christ's "coming," but Christ's coming manifests itself among us in

three ways— past, present, and future.

The readings which highlight Christ's coming in the past focus on the Old Testament prophecies

of his incarnation at Bethlehem. The readings, which highlight Christ's coming in the future, focus

on his "second coming" on the Last Day at the end of time. And the readings that highlight

Christ's coming in the present focus on his ministry among us through Word and Sacrament

today.

The traditional use of Advent candles (sometimes held in a wreath) originated in eastern Germany

even prior to the Reformation. As this tradition came down to us by the beginning of this century,

it involved three purple candles and one pink candle.

The purple candles matched the purple paraments on the altar (purple for the royalty of the

coming King). The pink candle was the third candle to be lit (not the fourth) on Gaudete Sunday,

the Third Sunday of Advent. "Gaudete" means "Rejoice!" in Latin, which is taken from Phil. 4:4.

("Rejoice! ... the Lord is near"). Hence a "pink" candle was used to signify "rejoicing." Some also

included a white "Christ candle" in the middle to be lit during the 12 days of Christmas (Dec. 25 to

Jan. 5).

What is Advent???

The Official Newsletter of Faith Lutheran Church & Preschool
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ADVENT ‘MIDWEEK’ AT FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

“Wait Upon the Lord”

The season of Advent is characterized by ‘waiting’ – waiting for the coming celebration
of the birth of Jesus at Christmas and waiting upon for His promised return.

In the upcoming Advent MIDWEEK services, we will take a deeper look into the Bible at
those who waited upon the Lord for His promises to come to pass through the Christ
child. We also look forward, contemplating how WE should be “waiting upon the Lord”
at this time of our lives, as God continues to make Himself known to us in the Bible.

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP ON THE FOLLOWING WEDNESDAYS AT 6:30PM:

The Official Newsletter of Faith Lutheran Church & Preschool

Dec 14 (6:30PM) – Midweek THREE
“Wait Upon the Lord with Rejoicing” (Is. 25:9)

Elizabeth rejoiced as she waited for the
coming of her son, John the Baptist.
Mary rejoiced as she waited form the
birth of her son, Jesus. In the same
manner, we rejoice with the anticipation
of celebrating the birth of Jesus – the
Son of God.

Dec 7 (6:30PM) – Midweek TWO
“Wait Upon the Lord with Hope” (Ps. 130:5)

The prophet Isaiah declared the
coming of the Lord, which gave the
people of Israel hope for the future. We
also wait with hope for the coming
future beyond this world and time
because it is already known and is safe
in the Lord’s hands.

PLEASE, PLEASE SHARE THE UPCOMING ADVENT MIDWEEK SEASON by

inviting – even better – bringing a friend or family member with you to these services as

we learn together from the Bible HOW we are to “wait upon the Lord.”

Blessed to BE a Blessing -

Pastor Jim4



Growing in Faith Towards God...and in Love for One AnotherGrowing in Faith Towards God...and in Love for One Another

The Official Newsletter of Faith Lutheran Church & Preschool

Christmas is truly a ‘paradox’ because as we consider the life of our Savior Jesus –

the holy, blameless Son of God Who was sent from heaven to suffer and die as the

atoning sacrifice for sinful humans who are only and always motivated by their

‘sinful nature’ – whose sinful minds are ‘by nature’ hostile towards the will of our

heavenly Father.

The coming season of Advent is the ‘call’ to be prepared for the return of Jesus from

His place at the right hand of the throne of God. It is telling that one of the suggested

Gospel readings for the “First Sunday in Advent” is the account of the entry of Jesus

into Jerusalem on the day that Christians observe as “Palm Sunday.”

(Matthew 21:1-11)

This ‘triumphant’ entrance of the promised and prophesied Messiah – the Son of

God – ended only five days later with a brutal beating followed by an agonizing

death on a cross – another example of the ‘paradox’ that is the life of Jesus that

begins with our celebration at Christmas and reaches its fulfillment on the cross on

“Good Friday” (this name is another example of a ‘paradox.’)

In a circuit pastor’s meeting in my previous parish, the ‘host’ pastor treated us to a

delightfully composed sermon that discussed the ‘paradox’ of Christmas.

A ‘paradox’ is defined as a situation, person, or thing that combines

contradictory features or qualities. What could be more paradoxical – more

contradictory – than the following synopsis of the life of our Savior Jesus – the

Son of God?

A message from “Pastor Jim” 
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A favorite Christmas hymn for many Christians is “Silent Night.” It is a hymn title that

further provides another example of the paradox of Christmas – the entrance of Jesus

into the world as the promised Savior and the Son of God who was born as the “King

of kings” but specifically as the “King of the Jews” (a nation of God’s chosen who

would outright reject Jesus and kill Him).

The birth of the promised and prophesied King born in relative silence in a manger,

born in an obscure village with no room for Him, born to a seemingly unknown and

unremarkable couple, a ‘baby-King’ whose first visitors were not nobility but

shepherds – truly an example of a paradox.

While the celebration and message of Christmas is a clear example of a paradox, the

heavenly meaning of that event and the sacrifice on Golgotha is clear and worthy of

our sharing to those who DO NOT KNOW Jesus, those who HAVE NOT HEARD, those

who DO NOT BELIEVE that Jesus is their personal Savior from sin, and those who DO

NOT HAVE THE HOPE of heaven.

One of the familiar Advent hymns we sing is titled “Prepare the Royal Highway.” The

verses of this hymn remind us that our Christian ‘calling’ includes preparing those

who do not believe in Jesus to know and to be ready for the return of Jesus. We are

all called to teach them what we have learned and continue to celebrate in our hearts

and minds and lives as followers of Jesus who are all called to be “lights to the world.”

In the paragraphs above, we have learned about the paradox that is the life of Jesus

and the messages of the church year seasons of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany.

Through these messages, we are even more thankful for the unconditional love of our

heavenly Father that looks past our sinful nature that is only deserving of

condemnation and through His unconditional love for all sinners offered His one and

only Son to be the single, atoning sacrifice.

This is a paradox that is truly worthy of our celebration and sharing all our lives!

Blessed to BE a Blessing -

Pastor Krueger
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Saturday, January 21, 2023

All women from Faith and their

guests are invited. There will be a

signup sheet on the bulletin wall in

a few weeks. Arrival time is

11:30 AM and lunch at noon. In

the past we have had get to know

you games which produced a lot

of laughter and fun. Plans are in

the making to do a similar game.
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LWML is also planning to send gift

cards to out college students in

February for Valentine’s Day.

Because postage has been so

expensive, we decided to do gift

cards instead of gift packages. We

will be accepting monetary offerings

to help us to remember and support

the students. The students are

Dreya Detry, Gwyn Hanson, Corinne

Mulvaney, Nathan Krueger, Katelyn

Krueger, Colin Nygren and Walker

Stroming. Thank you to all of you

who have helped in the past and

who continue to help us to

remember our college students.7
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Helen Dyer, a Parks Funding and Volunteer Coordinator, once said, “Volunteerism is

the voice of the people put into action. These actions shape and mold the present

into a future of which we can all be proud.”

In the past two years, we at Faith Lutheran church have used our gifts, time, and talent

to shape and mold our community. We are making a difference in the lives of many

people and the communities in which we serve. We would not be successful

in pursuing our mission without God and the support of our congregational

volunteers.

There is something truly special about being able to contribute to the greater good.

Volunteerism has been shown to improve a volunteer’s mood, decrease stress, and

increase strength. The benefits of volunteerism are full circle for volunteers and the

communities they serve!

The Revitalization Team for 2023 is forming now the 2023 Team. 

This is a challenge to add your voice. We need you! Your voice will shape and mold

the needed projects to help our community, you don’t have to lead the project. The

projects reach within our Church and outside the Church. Again, a challenge to use

your God Given talents to work with other team members of Faith Lutheran Church.

Remember a volunteer is a person who freely offers to take part in a task.

Please contact these members to learn more about this interesting and fun venture.

Chris Froehlich, Kelly Coan, Jim Zill Lois Zill 

Betsy Gill Rosie Wolbrink, Bill Ritson Duane Bucholtz
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Mariner Theater, 2000 Ella Court, Marinette

**** Seating limited to first 106 people

Free admittance, sponsored by 

Faith Lutheran Church of Marinette, 
4009 Irving Street, Marinette, WI

Children ages 3-12 can be dropped off at Faith Lutheran Church 10:30-

12:30 for a birthday party for Jesus so parents can attend 

the movie.  (Children must be potty trained please)  

Please RSVP for birthday party to Faith Lutheran Church 715-735-6506 or 

marinettefaithlutheran@gmail.com

The 

Most Reluctant 

Convert

Saturday December 10

at 11:00 a.m.
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Hello from Faith Lutheran Preschool! 

Growing in Faith Towards God...and in Love for One Another

November has been a fast month. We
have been having so much fun this
month. Our most favorite thing we did
this month was make homemade moon
sand.

It is made of
•8 cups of flour
•1 cup of baby oil

We made two batches to fill our
sensory table. For me, Ms. Kat, it was a
bit stressful because of how messy it
was. But for the kids it was a blast. If
you wish to explore like we
preschoolers do come to our classroom
and feel how the sand feels.

The Official Newsletter of Faith Lutheran Church & Preschool

We got our first snowfall for the year this month and even had a school
cancelation. We love the snow and all the activities it includes. Snow angels were
the most fun. With snow angels we got to talk about how God blesses us with
snow and watches over our families as we drive/ride on snow covered roads.

Another highlight of November is that we are getting excited for the Christmas
program. We are loving the songs we get to bless you with on that day. Of course
we sing loud in the classroom but in front of many people...hmmm we shall see
how it goes. Know that we will do our best though as we praise God with song and
Bible readings.

Thank you for your continued support of the school. We all love it here at Faith
Lutheran Preschool.
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Faith Lutheran

2022 Christmas Program

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR

December 21st 2022, at 6:00 PM 

Church & Preschool

THERE WILL BE  NO PRESCHOOL FROM  DEC. 23rd – 31st
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