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How IS your Christmas? I’m certain that
you’ve seldom if ever heard it asked
that way before? We’re used to asking
and hearing, “How WAS your
Christmas?” But doesn’t that question
seem to be saying that it is just another
holiday that comes and goes during the
year? Is it simply another holiday that
comes and goes for YOU?

Many Christians feel uncomfortable
that so many people take the ‘Christ’
out of Christmas … how many people
appear to be comfortable with the
seasonal greeting “Happy Holidays,” or
signs that read “Happy X-mas.”

A Message from “Pastor Jim”
“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall 

not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16

Are we setting a better example for others to see and hear? As Christians, do we
ever seem comfortable in limiting the scope of our reflection and celebration to
that day called “Christmas.” As Christians, do we ever seem comfortable in limiting
the sharing of the joy, peace, love, and forgiveness that we celebrate at Christmas
to maybe the week that follows? Do we remember or do we quickly forget that
Almighty God sent Jesus for all sinners throughout the whole world, and that we
alone as ‘followers of Jesus’ have His specific command to “make disciples of all
nations” (Matthew 28:19-20)

Let us – each and every one of us – look for ways to celebrate and share the hope
of Jesus 365 days a year. Remember, each day we sinners receive the
unconditional and undeserved love of God, AND we receive the full and free
forgiveness of all our sins (again, undeserved). Aren’t these and all the daily needs
of body and soul that God supplies enough reason to give thanks 365 days each
year?
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Many Christians participate in our cultural practice of making New Year’s resolutions.
May I take this opportunity to encourage you to make the following vow to the God
and Father of our Lord and Savior Jesus (print your name): “I,
_____________________, vow before Almighty God and before my brothers and
sisters in Christ to give thanks and praise each day for all the gifts I receive freely
from the loving hands of my creator God. I vow to keep Jesus as the center of my life
each day – celebrating the forgiveness and salvation offered to me through faith in
Him. Finally, I vow to seek out ‘the lost sheep’ and through a relationship of love and
care, seek out opportunities to share the saving gospel message about Jesus. This is
my New Year’s Resolution that I make before God, my Father, and Jesus, my Savior.”

May our God and Father who continues to pour out His blessings of body and soul on
you in this new year keep the spirit of Christmas alive in your heart, mind, and life in
each of the coming 365 of 2023. Through the ongoing power of the Holy Spirit, may
we all seek new ways to be an even greater blessing to all those around us –
especially ‘the lost.’

Serving You with a Shepherd’s Heart &
Celebrating Jesus “365 Days a Year” ~
Pastor Jim
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod   •   Jan. 22–28  •  Matt. 28:18-20

National Lutheran Schools Week provides more than 1,800 preschools,

elementary schools and high schools with the public opportunity to proclaim

and celebrate God’s work among us in schools of The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod.

We thank God for the opportunity to provide excellent academic preparation

for the children we serve. We are most grateful for the opportunity to share

Jesus’ amazing love with children and their families.

National Lutheran Schools Week gives us an opportunity to proclaim these

great blessings within the communities we serve.

Our schools are amazing incubators for faithful witness of God’s love for us

through Christ by teachers and students alike.

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. · Go therefore and

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the

Son ..." Matt. 28:18-20

Faith Lutheran will be celebrating 

National Lutheran Schools Sunday on January 22nd, 2023 

*we hope the preschoolers will sing for us.  Watch for future information.
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BOARD OF MISSIONAL LIFE –
Plans for 2023

• Northeast Wisconsin District
Missions (pledged amount = 6% of
Gen. Fund Contributions annually

• Collect Food Pantry Donations
each month

• Purchase Bibles for new Pre-
School families and county prison
inmates once a year

• Purchase supplies & make Easter
baskets for needy children in the
community.

Marsha Steimke, Sandy Lesperance, Ann Pieper, Marilyn Theel, Sid Meyers, Felicity King

• At our next meeting the Board will create a Vision Statement.

• We will also submit a “goal request” at the first Revitalization III Team meeting -
asking them to create a Congregational Outreach Team

This team of volunteers, with a heart for the lost, that will work with the Board of
Missional Life on new ways to reach out and share the Gospel with the unchurched
people, of all ages in the community by encouraging new events, personal
friendships, team involvement in small group bible studies focused on basic
Christianity, and ways to invite people to a Sunday worship service.

• Collect materials for Homeless Kits & New Home Start-Up Kits to give to
NEWCAP.

• Support the Russian Ministry ($ 1,200/yr.) and the West African Ministry
($2,400/yr.)

The Board will continue to pursue the following ministries in 2023
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CHURCH REVITALIZATION –
some thoughts from Pastor Jim:

Faith Lutheran Church – we are on the right path!!

In North America, the ministry and activity of more and more churches have either
plateaued or they are in a state of continual decline. At the same time, though,
church revitalization is a growing movement today. For churches needing
revitalization, and for those churches (like ours) that is in the midst of planning for a
third consecutive year, these reflections about Christmas will give us an even
greater sense of confidence and hope as “we move forward together” into 2023:

1. Darkness is not final. The prophets had foretold Jesus’ coming, but darkness
had reigned a long time for God’s Old Testament people. In fact, the recurring cycle
and darkness of “temptation, sin, call to repentance through God’s prophets,
denial, conflict, defeat, captivity, and crying out to God for deliverance” seemed to
rule for centuries, through the rise and fall of several kings and kingdoms. The
darkness finally came to an end when the “Light of the World”– the promised
Messiah – was born in Bethlehem. The darkness of sin and the power of our three
enemies – sin, death, and the devil – will not win over Christ’s church as long as we
remain firmly grounded on Jesus as the ‘chief cornerstone.’

2. God works in His time. As revealed in the Bible, it was in the “fullness of time”
that God the Father sent His Son Jesus (Galatians 4:4-5) – at exactly the right time in
history. Many times, we wish that we knew how long it will take for the revival of so
many churches. We may not have all the answers we want at the time we want
them, but this we know for sure – “in the fullness of time” God’s timing is always
right for His Church.

3. God works in unexpected ways. As far back as the Garden of Eden – after the
“Fall into Sin”– it was Almighty God who announced that He would send a deliverer
from the seed of woman to wage war and defeat the serpent (Genesis 3:15). His
plan, however, was surely unexpected: Almighty God – the Creator of the heavens
and the earth – would come as a baby into His own creation – born to a young virgin
girl in a small and obscure village. How Almighty God chooses to revitalize His
‘church on earth’ – and yes, Faith Lutheran Church is one of them – might just take
us by surprise, but that’s okay. Sometimes our omnipotent and omniscient God and
Father works exactly that way.
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4. Humility always matters. Remember how Almighty God humbled Himself to
become like one of us – in human flesh and blood. His Son – the baby Jesus – was
born to a young, unmarried girl whose name is now known solely because of her
role – Mary. Almighty God was not born in Rome – the center of the most powerful
empire on earth at that time. He was not born in Jerusalem – the ‘Holy City’ for the
people of God and the location of the Temple. Almighty God humbly entered the
world in the person of His Son Jesus in the small Judean village of Bethlehem. The
Creator of the heavens and the earth – the provider for all that we have and all that
we need is not just looking for leaders. God is looking for ‘humble’ leaders – not
those seeking to build their own ‘church kingdoms’ – but men and women who are
willing to be humble instruments of revitalization in His churches on earth.

5. God’s got this. Read the genealogies of Jesus in Matthew 1:2-16 and Luke 3:23-
38 and you’ll discover once again how complete and right God’s plan was – from
the very beginning. Over the centuries, around the world, and across many cultures,
Almighty God was fully aware of what the future would hold. It was firmly and
safely in His hands. No, nothing worried Him. No, nothing caught Him by surprise.
No, nothing catches Him by surprise today. Almighty God is STILL in charge. He’s
not worried. Nothing catches Him by surprise. God has the whole universe,
this world, His Church, and each one of us in His all-powerful hands.

6. Resurrection Day is coming! Christmas without Easter is incomplete. Easter
doesn’t happen without Christmas. God the Father knew the path that His one and
only Son would follow – from His humble birth in Bethlehem to His atoning death
on the cross to His triumphant resurrection from the grave. The existence and
celebration of Christmas is all about the hope we know and have because a greater
day is coming – the return of Jesus in power and great glory. Until that day, which is
only known the God the Father, we can still look forward with hope, confidence and
eager anticipation to each and every one of our tomorrows as we serve together in
the revitalization of God’s church on earth.

7. It is always okay to rejoice out loud. The angels sang out, “Glory to God in the
highest” (Luke 2:13). The shepherds glorified and praised God after they’d seen the
newborn baby and Savior (Luke 2:20). Simeon and Anna quickly spoke of the Christ
child when they met Him (Luke 2:25- 38). When God works through modern
miracles and unbridled power to revitalize struggling churches and Christians, we
should be singing out and singing out loud – praising Him to people near and far.
May the account and celebration of Christmas give each of us new and growing
hope as we live out the “Great Commission” and continue seeking to revitalize Faith
Lutheran Church and the greater church on earth until Jesus returns. Praise be to
God!!!
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On January 13, 1984, President Ronald
Reagan issued a proclamation designating
January 22, 1984 as the first National
Sanctity of Human Life Day. January 22,
1973 was the day the US Supreme Court
legalized abortion-on-demand in all 50
states. Churches around the US use the day
to celebrate God’s gift of life,
commemorate the many lives lost to
abortion, and commit themselves to
protecting human life at every stage.

Sanctity of Human Life is typically
celebrated the closest Sunday to the
anniversary of Roe v. Wade. During this
time, we gather together to hear more
about the issue of life and God’s heart
about life; and we can learn how we can
become more engaged in protecting life in
Marinette Menominee and surrounding
areas.

Faith Lutheran Church will celebrate the Sanctity of Human life on Sunday
January 29th, 2023. Our gifts that day will support our local Pregnancy Center.
Watch the Sunday bulletin for more about the needs of the Pregnancy Center
as we get closer to the date.

History of Sanctity of 
Human Life:
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Since my installation as your pastor-shepherd on Sunday, August 21, I 

have been blessed in so many ways by the family of God at Faith 

Lutheran Church that one letter or series of letters could not contain the 

list.

Please allow me this opportunity to express my deep and heartfelt 

appreciation for the many ways that you have warmly welcomed me and 

my family into this community of believers.

My wife (Michele) has both recognized and received the warmth of your 

care and love, and she is eagerly looking forward to joining me in 

Marinette and at Faith Lutheran Church at the beginning of the new 

year.

It is my prayer that my first months of ministry as your pastor-shepherd, 

teacher, guide, and counselor have also been a blessing to you. It is my 

great honor and privilege to serve all of you, and I look forward to the 

opportunities that the Lord God provides me in your midst for years to 

come.

In closing, I want to offer a special “Thank You” to everyone who passed 

along to me a Christmas ‘gift’ in one form or another over the past few 

weeks. Your thoughtfulness is, again, as in all things very much 

appreciated.

May Almighty God continue to bless us all as we ‘walk together by faith’ 

into this new year of opportunity – 2023.

Pastor Jim

Pastor Jim says,

“Thank You”
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The Lutheran Women's Missionary League's (LWML’s) motto is “Serve the
Lord with Gladness”. You will find this motto carried out everyday in the
Faith Lutheran LWML whether it is a potluck, sewing quilts, MITE collections,
the women do it with gladness. The LWML is mission oriented. It encourages
women to live Christian lives

Gifts from the Heart

What is Lutheran Women's Missionary League 
(LWML) 

We all know college can be a tough time. They are in a new place, having to
make new friends. These are supposed to be their best days, and instead
they’re cautioned not to get close to anyone — their classes are online
In these most important days for their young lives, they’re separated, often
lonely, hopeless, and primed to turn to things like drinking or drugs for
consolation.

This makes our evangelistic work among college students more important
than ever; these are the perfect moments to share Jesus with students who
are hopeless, lost, and searching. LWML is planning to send gift cards to out
college students in February for Valentine’s Day. (Because postage has been
so expensive, we decided to do gift cards instead of gift packages).

We will be accepting monetary offerings to help us to remember and
support the students on January 8th.

The students are
• Dreya Detry,
• Gwyn Hanson,
• Corinne Mulvaney,
• Nathan Krueger,
• Katelyn Krueger,
• Colin Nygren
• Walker Stroming

Thank you to all of you who have helped in the past and who continue to 
help us to remember our college students.
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The Birthday Party for Jesus was a lot of fun! The kids made lamb hand puppets,

worked hard to corral balloon sheep, searched for the angels hidden in the

fellowship hall, decorated gingerbread cookies, enjoyed hotdogs for lunch, heard

the Christmas story, sang happy birthday to Jesus and enjoyed birthday cake. A

special thank you to all of the volunteers who helped with this event....the adults

may have had as much fun as the kids!

Saturday, January 21, 2023
All women from Faith and their guests are invited. Use the sign-up sheet on the

bulletin board in the narthex to sign yourself/your guests and what they plan to

bring. Arrival time is 11:30 AM and lunch at noon. In the past we have had get

to know you games which produced a lot of laughter and fun. Plans are in the

making to do a similar game.

Birthday Party for Jesus
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Preschool in December can get a little wild. I personally feel wild from

the excitement for Christmas, a bit of extra sugar from the treats

made, and always being on the go to get things done.

In the classroom we were busy making presents for parents. This year

we made salt dough handprints. We painted and colored them and

gave them to parents on our Christmas party.

We also made cards to give to the congregation from us. We made

about 80 cards using our fine motor skills Sorry if you did not get

one we were running out of ideas to make them. Please know we

were thinking of everyone when we made them.

Most importantly we learned about the true meaning of Christmas.

Jesus was born in Bethlehem in a stable. He came to earth to save us

from our sins. God loves us so much and wanted us to be saved to

live eternally with Him in heaven.

The preschoolers and I want to send very Merry Christmas blessings

to you and your families this Christmas season.

Preschool in December 
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Odds & Ends

Cassie Nygren's birthday is February 14.
Please consider sending her a card. Unfortunately, people have been
sending drugs on the paper of the mail sent to inmates and this drug
cannot be detected-all mail is sent to a place in Maryland, copied and
sent back to Wisconsin. Therefore, it can take 2 weeks or more for
Cassie to get something that you mail. This was a great encouragement
for Cassie last year and I hope you will respond again. Cassie said to me
that she thought no one cared.

Thank you for showing her that to be untrue.

Cassandra Nygren
Taycheedah Correctional Institution 
PO Box 189
Phoenix, MD 21131

Continue to 
remember those in 

prison as if you were 
together with them, 
and those who are  

mistreated as if you 
yourselves were 

suffering.


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14

