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Memory Verse Challenge
Worship Ministry | The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

March 12, 2023March 5, 2023

March 26, 2023March 19, 2023

The church confesses to Christ, “You have the words of eternal life” (John 6:68). The
church is encouraged to “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly ...” (Col. 3:16). Psalm 1
teaches us to meditate on God’s Word day and night. It is our great opportunity and joy
to read and study God’s Word. One beneficial practice is to memorize the Scriptures and,
in so doing, to meditate on it. The LCMS invites everyone to memorize a verse together
each week.
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“Don’t leave Jesus on the cross.”
When my three children were in elementary school, I had the wonderful privilege of
taking them with me on my way to church and taking them home again after school was
dismissed.

These daily trips to and from school always contained the usual questions and
discussions about the world around us, what they had learned that day, and what extra-
curricular events and family activities were coming up. On the way to school each
morning, the kids took turns reading from a devotional book and offered a prayer.

The season of Lent provided some great devotions and discussions and prayers. There
are always the same questions asked, but the answers are so profound that they should
never be taken for granted – answers to questions like: WHY did Jesus have to die? What
does ‘forsaken’ mean? Did Jesus really want to die on the cross for us?

These are good questions that deserve honest and Bible-based answers. I taught my
children “WHY” Jesus had to die on the cross. Jesus died on the cross to save us from the
punishment we deserve because of our sins. We are not able to save or deliver ourselves
in any way from the consequences of sin. Only Jesus’ death on the cross accomplished
that deliverance for us and provides heaven for us.

There is another part of the Lenten discussion that we cannot leave out. Often times,
children hear that Jesus died on the cross to save us all from our sins, but we need to
help them to “finish the account” – to remember that Jesus also rose from the dead just
as He said He would do to give us victory over sin, death, and the devil.
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“Don’t leave Jesus on the cross.”
The atoning death of Jesus on the cross, as powerful a sacrifice as it was, has no real 
value for us if He had stayed dead in the grave. The apostle St. Paul, under the inspiration 
of God’s Holy Spirit spoke eloquently to this point in 1 Corinthians 15:12ff, “… if Christ has 
not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith … if Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.  Then those also who have fallen 
asleep in Christ are lost.”

The Gospels reveal the full account as they share the words of the angel at the tomb, “He 
has risen! He is not here … Go and tell …” We have in each of us the message of Christ’s 
victory to boldly proclaim during Lent and Holy Week, on Easter Sunday, and each day we 
take the opportunities before us to proclaim, “Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!”

Brothers and sisters in Christ – “Don’t leave Jesus on the cross!” Don’t let your telling and 
sharing of Lent end on Calvary – also called “Golgotha.” The victorious death of Jesus 
was only the prelude to His triumphant resurrection from the dead so that we can all be 
filled the certainty of forgiveness of our sins through faith in His name and the daily hope 
we carry in us of our own eternal futures in heaven.

May Almighty God continue to bless our observance of Lent, the upcoming “Holy Week,” 
and the celebration of Easter (the ‘Queen of Feasts’). This is the “Good News” which we 
is revealed in the Bible for us and for all sinners.
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The Board of Missional Life –
FLC MARCH CHALLENGE: 

Have you heard of the “JESUS” Film? - In 1978

the film “JESUS” was made. Based upon the

gospel of Luke, it is considered to be the most

biblically accurate depiction of the life,

ministry and death of Jesus ever made. Every

word spoken by the actor who portrays Jesus

is taken directly from the Bible. At the end of

1979 the film ended its American theatrical

run.

Do you know about the JESUS Film Project? –

A man named Bill Bright, founder of the

Campus Crusade for Christ, created an

organization in 1981 called The JESUS Film

Project to distribute the JESUS film, not only

in English, but also in many of the world’s

languages with the stated goal of reaching

“every nation, tribe, people and tongue,

helping them see and hear the story of Jesus

in a language they can understand.”

By the end of 2018, The Jesus Film Project had

made the JESUS film available in 1,724

languages and had shown it nearly 375 million

times to people all over the world. This has

resulted in the JESUS film being recognized by

the Guinness Book of World Records as the

“Most Translated Film” in history, revealing

the seriousness with which the JESUS Film

Project takes their objective to share the

gospel with people from every nation, tribe,

and tongue.

All across the globe, The JESUS Film Project is

partnering with local churches and other

mission organizations to reach the unreached

peoples of our world and, by God’s grace,

more than 200 million men,

“Video Tablet Kits” for the JESUS Film Project 

women and children have indicated

decisions to know Christ after viewing the

“JESUS” film, with new churches planted.

The Faith Lutheran Church (FLC) MARCH

CHALLENGE - Much of the world remains in

spiritual darkness. An estimated 2 billion

people have yet to hear the gospel even

once. Read this remarkable true story from

The JESUS Film Project Ministry.

There is a large nation in Africa, heavily

populated, ravaged by terrorists and radical

fighters who follow an aggressive religion

from the north.

There is a woman here whom we will call

“Carla.” As a radical herself she was

determined to become a suicide bomber.

Like many, she hated Christians. Soon it was

to be her turn to earn the favor of her god

by murdering all who were not radical

enough.

She was poised to carry out that suicide

bombing at a local marketplace. But shortly

before she could do it, Carla fell sick. During

the night she experienced a profound and

very real dream.

A man in dazzling white stood before her.

His face shown as brightly as the sun, but

she could not see past the intense light.

However, she did hear His voice:

“I am the way, the truth and the life. No

one comes to the Father except through

me. Follow me. You will preach the

gospel.”
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Greatly shaken, she awoke healed from her

sickness. Somehow she knew it was Jesus

who had appeared to her and went to a

Christian woman she knew and recounted

the dream. That woman explained the

gospel to her and Carla prayed to receive

Christ!

Carla was transformed by the power of God

– made a new creation in Christ. A few days

later, Jesus appeared in a second dream:

“Carla, go and share this good news with the

regional commander.” She knew about that

commander. He was ruthless and led the

most notorious radical group in the region,

responsible for deaths of thousands.

When she told her family about the mission

Jesus had given her they said she was crazy

and would certainly die. Carla confidently

responded, “I was ready to die for a false

religion. So, I am happy and prepared to die

for Jesus.”

But how was she to reach the commander?

He was heavily shielded by several layers of

security, checkpoints and guards ready to kill

anyone who came near. That’s when Carla

“just happened” to run into a man in the

market, who was connected to the radical

group. She asked him to take her to the

headquarters of this notorious leader. With

great hesitation, he agreed.

They went through one checkpoint after

another, each time passing by heavily armed

guards who somehow let them past. When

she explained her mission, she was met with

mocking: “You will never make it. You will

be killed.” Undeterred, and after a 10-hour

journey, they approached the fourth and

final checkpoint. The man who had been her

ride refused to go any further, fearing for his

own life. On her own, somehow she made it

through alive.

She arrived at his headquarters prepared to

die. Strangely though, he granted her an

audience. Carla walked into his office and

began to explain the gospel, saying that

Jesus had sent her. “Jesus wants you to

know that He is the way, the truth and the

life,” she told him.

Rather than kill her, the commander sat

down at the desk and began to weep:

“Three days ago, Jesus had appeared to me

in a dream. He told me that I was on a path

of destruction. I must change my ways. If I

don’t I will be destroyed. Then He told me

that a woman was going to come and tell

me about the gospel.”

Carla was stunned and explained as best as

she could that Jesus was the true and living

God, that He gave His life and was raised

from the dead to give all who will believe

forgiveness and eternal life. The

commander believed; Carla led him to the

Lord.

He then gave orders for all his officers to

come to the camp, in fact, three truck loads.

When they arrived, he told them the truth

that Jesus was the true and living God. Carla

coordinated with the Jesus Film staff in the

country. They sent video tablets (similar to

iPads) containing the film “JESUS” in the

local language.

People watch the story of God’s love, the

gospel, as the events happened while

viewing the film on the video tablet, it’s

deeply moving, and for most, totally new.

And the real power comes from the Word

of God, the words of Jesus, now heard in

their heart language.
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Here’s what is really amazing: Since that radical commander called in his lieutenants, and

once the video tablets were delivered, every night radical fighters have been watching

“JESUS” on the tablets. Daily, new fighters have been coming to the camp from Yemen,

Sudan, Iran and Turkey to be trained in the fight, to join in the cause. Instead they are

watching “JESUS,” endorsed by that once-radical commander who declares that he has

found the truth and renounced violence.

At last count, nearly 1,000 people have given their lives to Christ and laid down their arms in

the area of his command. They’ve turned from spiritual darkness to His marvelous light. It

is truly a miracle, and all I have shared is from firsthand reports from eyewitnesses and staff

who have watched this miracle unfold.

But the best part is that, under the influence of that respected commander, the doors have

swung wide open to sharing the gospel with tens thousands more in this dangerous area.

Those staff leaders are saying there is a movement of evangelism unfolding that is, in their

words, “beyond belief – skyrocketing opportunities…”

They then add: “and Carla is now working with our “JESUS” film country leader. So many

former terrorists have been made new that they are wanting to share the gospel with

everyone. They are not asking for money. They are offering themselves to share the

good news to others. They are requesting the same tool that introduced them to Christ:

video tablets containing ‘JESUS.’

At first we thought that 500 tablets would be enough, but it is well more than 1,500 for

these new evangelists and new film team members. And the numbers growing. The

power of God is working mightily – transforming people’s lives when they see the gospel

played out before them.

The tablets are dedicated, pre-loaded with “JESUS,” for use in private one-on-one, or for

small group showings. The tablets also contain follow-up films for new believers, plus

short films that lead to discussions about the gospel, all in the local languages.
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FLC MARCH CHALLENGE - We are asking the members of the congregation to 
donate toward one $530 Video Tablet Set.  

can be made using offering envelopes, 
as shown.  

God’s Richest Blessings,
The Board of Missional Life.

FLC MARCH CHALLENGE - We are asking the members of the congregation to donate toward one $530 Video Tablet Set

“Video Tablet Kits” for the JESUS Film Project 
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THE REMAINDER OF LENT MIDWEEK & A ‘PEEK’ AT HOLY WEEK

Our Lenten midweek worship theme is “The Signs of Lent.” Like the many signs we see along 
the roadway that tell us what to do, they also help us to understand the road of our Lenten 
journey and Christian life that show us the way to Jesus.

Lenten midweek worship and fellowship meal opportunities that remain:

• Lent Midweek 2 (March 8) “MERGE” – we are reminded to MERGE our lives into the 
history of God’s plan of salvation that began in the Garden of Eden, continued with the 
children of Israel at Passover, and is completed with our Savior’s sacrificial death on the 
cross.

• Lent Midweek 3 (March 15) “YIELD” – we are reminded to YIELD to the Father’s will for 
our lives just as Jesus yielded to His Father’s will when He prayed in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, “Not My will, but Yours be done.”

• Lent Midweek 4 (March 22) “ONE WAY” – we are reminded that there is ONE WAY and 
ONE NAME by which we can be saved – that Way and Name is Jesus.

• Lent Midweek 5 (March 29) “DEAD END” – we are reminded that, unlike other paths we 
take in life, Jesus is not a DEAD END, but the beginning of everlasting life.

HOLY WEEK CONTINUES WITH EVEN MORE ‘SIGNS’ FOR OUR LIVES

• Palm Sunday (April 2) Theme: “ROAD NARROWS” – we are reminded that the wide road 
of palms and praises to the Son of David will narrow during this ‘Holy Week’ – leading 
directly to the pain and power of the cross of Jesus.

• Maundy Thursday (April 6) Theme: “FOOD” – we remember that we are fed and 
nourished in our faith journey through hearing the Word of God and each time we receive 
the ‘body and blood’ of Jesus as it is given under the elements of bread and wine in the 
Lord’s Supper.

• Good Friday (April 7) Theme: “CROSS ROAD” – we see heaven and earth intersect at the 
cross on Calvary, where the sinless Son of God offered His life for ours and satisfied the 
payment for sin and earned forgiveness for all our sins.

• Easter Sunday (April 9) Theme: “ROAD WORK AHEAD” – we celebrate the work of 
salvation through the resurrection of Jesus as He proclaimed victory over death and the 
grave. As Jesus told the women at the tomb, there is road work ahead. Our great privilege 
and mission is to “go and tell” the Good News of Jesus all our lives.
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As I write this article for the March newsletter, the deadline is fast approaching!
February is almost half over, and there is still a lot of business to conduct before it ends.
So, it seems that the financial summary for the newsletter will always be a few months
behind.

January Numbers:
Offerings for Operations $23,450
Operating Expenses $12,736
Income from Operations $10,714

January offerings for missions totaled $2,866 (over and above the offerings for
operations)

This is a great start for the year! January offerings were above budget and expenses
below budget, but typically these numbers even out as the year progresses. I pray that
God will continue to bless our church, our members, and our community outreach
ministries throughout 2023.

Respectfully submitted,
Roxanne Mueller
Treasurer

Financial Summary
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CAMP LUTHER YOUTH CAMP
Come experience the power of camp. Camp Luther is a special place. With more than 215
acres on the beautiful Three Lakes/Eagle River Chain of Lakes, the beauty of God's creation
is all around us. Within this gorgeous setting you'll find comfortable facilities, cozy cottages,
excellent programs, exciting recreation, and a friendly staff. Join us soon for an
unforgettable Christian camping experience.

Camp Luther provides an incredible, faith-filled experience for campers from Kindergarten
all the way through High School. They offer ‘weekend camps’ for younger kids and ‘week-
long’ camps for older students throughout the summer.

All registrations are done on-line by going to www.campluther.com or we have
Camp Luther info on the bulletin board in the narthex.

If your child is interested in applying for a campership, fill out the form attached to the
registration info and put completed form in mailbox #27 NO LATER than April 30th. Board
campership funds will be distributed among attendees (may not cover the entire amount)
and money will be sent directly to Camp Luther.

http://www.campluther.com/
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CAMP LUTHER “CAMPERSHIPS”

ff

The Board of Stewardship will be offering
“camperships” for those youth in our
congregation who would like to attend Camp
Luther this summer. It’s our goal that everyone
who attends is encouraged and strengthened
in their faith through authentic community,
outstanding staff, experiential activities, and
intentional faith building.
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Sanctity of Human Life Sunday & Bay Area Pregnancy Center

Pastor Krueger and Michelle graciously donated their beautiful changing table to collect
items needed by BAPs clientele—clothing, diapers, diaper bags, sippy cups, teething
rings, baby soaps, shampoos and lotions, books, toys, etc. These items are earned by
BAPs clientele through taking online courses to improve their lives and the lives of their
families. Your offerings overwhelmed Hannah. She was very grateful.

Not only did the offerings fill the changing table, but also filled the grocery cart, plus
$526 in monetary donations! Faith Lutheran follows the Spirit’s leading for those
needing the services provided by BAPs! Glory be to God! BAPs and the Board of
Education thanks you!

The Board of Education hosted Faith
Lutheran’s celebration on Sanctity of Life
Sunday, January 29th. Then Board
members, Chris Froehlich and Kelly Coan,
and Pastor Krueger, met with Director
Hannah Morel of Bay Area Pregnancy
Center (BAPs) and asked her to speak,
using a PowerPoint presentation, to
educate us on who the Pregnancy Center
is, their purpose, their location, their
philosophy, services offered and client
needs.
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You are invited to serve the Lord with gladness finishing quilts!    

PLEASE JOIN OUR LWML 

QUILT tying & sewing  
Sat. March 18th   8:30  to Noonish 

Come whenever & work as long as you can, bring scissors & a friend. 

Fun and fellowship making quilts ❖ for Lutheran World Relief. 

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY! 

THRIVENT  ACTION  EVENT 
Please RSVP by e-mail to jschutt@new.rr.com if you can come so we know how many 

stations to set up.  Thank you so much for your continued service in this MISSION PROJECT  

WE ARE BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING TO OTHERS! 
  Marla, Coordinator 

 

 
 

The event was Sat, Feb. 18th, at Faith

Lutheran in Marinette. Members of Faith
were joined by family, friends, and members
of the Marinette/Oconto Falls Project Linus
Chapter, totaled 18 Blanketeers. We tied 18
fleece blankets and collected 10-quilts plus 3-
afghans for a total of 31 blankets. Many of
the blankets had embroidered hearts says ‘U
R Loved’ or ‘Jesus Loves You’. Lynn
Konitzer, our Project Linus Chapter
Coordinator will distribute the blankets
throughout the Marinette and Oconto
counties to the Sherriff’s departments,
foster care homes, the Bay Area Pregnancy
Center, Toys for Tots, and any organization
that supports children who need the security
of a warm handmade blanket.

The Project Linus National  Make-A-Blanket Day huge success!  
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Faith Lutheran Church Board of Elders recently decided to get new paraments for our 
pastor, altar, and pulpit.  Our church was blessed when an anonymous donor covered the 
full cost of the new paraments. So, Dear Anonymous Donor, Thank you for your recent 
generous anonymous gift to Faith Lutheran Church. We don't know who you are, but we 
respect your wishes.  Thank you!

What are paraments in a church?

Cloth or tapestry hangings used to adorn the space for worship, especially those hangings at 
the altar, pulpit, and lectern. The term is derived from the Latin , parāmentum “to decorate” 
or “prepare.”

The idea of new paraments started when the elders realized we did not have a full set of 
stoles for Pastor Krueger or visiting pastors.  So this, plus the fact that some of our 
paraments were getting rather old, led to the decision to purchase this new set.  The elders 
reviewed many types and styles from several suppliers and unanimously chose the double-
sided full width altar cloth set.  With the new full width altar cloth the decision was made to 
remove the altar’s glass top for ease of changing the cloth.  

With the new style paraments – each altar parament hangs across the entire front of the 
altar – we needed a new method for storing them while not in use.

In addition to the new paraments,  Chris Froehlich made new cross cloths with 
finished edges.  Thank you, Chris!
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Again, THANK YOU Dennis Froehlich for
designing and installing the altar banner
brackets and THANK YOU Bill Ritson for
creating the new brackets.
We are blessed to have such gifted
woodworkers in our congregation.

Faith Lutheran Altar Guild

And Moses built an altar and called the name of it, The Lord Is My Banner,
Exodus 17:15

With the new paraments, an area for storing
them was needed. A big THANK YOU to
Dennis Froehlich for designing, creating and
installing the horizontal rod for storing the
new altar cloths. After seeing the new
storage rod, the Altar Guild asked if a
storage method could be built for the altar
banners.
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A lot of weather changes have happened in the month of
February. We had some nice warm, almost spring, days.
And we have had blizzard like school canceled for safety
days. The preschoolers have enjoyed exploring the
different weather patterns of this month. Everyday we
figure out what the weather is for that day. They get so
excited to go look out the window and loudly let me know
what the weather is.

We cleaned out the sand in our sensory table and added
white and pink rice. The 4 year-olds play well with the
sensory table. The 3 year-olds have a harder time keeping
the rice in the sensory table. Although it makes a mess it is
so wonderful to see their excitement. I still try to remind
them that items stay in the sensory table.

Word of mouth is the best way to encourage new
children to join the preschool. So please if you
notice someone asking about preschools, suggest
Faith Lutheran Preschool. The 23-24 registration is
on the Faith Lutheran Church and Preschool website
under preschool. There are also paper copies in the
clear holder outside my mailbox.

Thank you,

Kathleen Ehlers
Director, Faith Lutheran Preschool

Preschool News

Registration for 
3- and 4-year-old 

preschool is open!

We were excited to celebrate Valentines Day this month.
We celebrated by bringing in valentine gifts for our friends.
We all enjoyed each and every gift we received and still talk
about them to this day.
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Faith Lutheran 
Preschool

The Flower Power fundraiser is going on online for the next month or so. With spring
coming up quick, even though the snow doesn’t show it, please consider supporting
the preschool by starting or continuing a garden. The spring flower bulbs are
guaranteed to grow so you don’t necessarily have to have a green thumb to start a
garden.

Our website for the fundraiser is http://faithlutheranpreschool.fpfundraising.com/

• Orders will start being shipped to your doorstep in the beginning of April in the 
order purchases were made. 

• Orders can be made until May 15th when the website will be closed. Thank you for 
considering to support Faith Lutheran Preschool.

Faith Lutheran Preschool believes that every child should have an opportunity to receive 
a Christian education that is affordable for families. Our fundraising helps us be able to 
maintain affordable preschool tuition rates. Please spread the word about our fundraiser 
and help us reach our goal!

Preschool News

http://faithlutheranpreschool.fpfundraising.com/
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LWML
White as snow

What do you think of when you see the word
snow? Does it suggest one of the many
compound words beginning with the word
snow? Snowfall, snowplow, snowball,
snowpants, snowblower, snowsuit, to name
a few. All those little flakes falling out of the
sky, gathering together to make a winter
wonderland, to blanket the outdoor world in
white. Many Christians relate to the beauty
of the newly fallen snow as cleansing, of
purity, it reminds us of how we feel when we
know our sins are forgiven.

What would we think of just one flake? A go-
it-alone renegade flake. Once it lands on the
ground, it is not easy to find. This makes me
think of the LWML, alone as individuals, we
may not make an impact, but together as a
group, the wonderful sisterhood provides
support for missions, Bible study, times of
encouragement, friendship and singing
praises to our Lord and Savior as we
continue to support the telling of the Gospel
story through our Mite offerings.

Join us in Milwaukee as we 
“Celebrate the Lord of the Nations.” 

Sign up for an opportunity to be a part of
the excitement, it takes many hands working
together to make a convention happen. You
can apply online at :and scroll down for the
“Call for Workers” link.

As Lutheran Women in Mission we
joyfully proclaim Christ, support
missions, and equip women to
honor God by serving others.

At the LWML 40th Biennial convention in
Milwaukee this summer we will gather with
our brothers and sisters in Christ from across
our nation to make an impact. www.lwml-
swd.org/events/other
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1. Roll one legal-sized piece of paper up into a tube that is about two inches wide.

2. Roll a second piece of paper over the first one to make the tube stronger.

3. Press one end together, fold it up 1/2" and staple it closed.

4. Cut newspaper into long strips that are about 5" wide.

5. Crinkle up the newspaper to make a long skinny snake shape. Twist the newspaper 
starting from one end. Place the twisted end against a large maker and start winding it 
around the marker as you twist the paper. Wind and twist as you go. (It may be easier for 
younger children to just twist the entire length of the paper and then twist it around the 
marker.)

6. Remove the twisted paper from the marker trying not to let it unwind.

7. Place the twisted paper into the tube. Do this three times to fill up the tube.

8. Add 1/2 cup of rice to the tube and close up the other end. (You can also use very small 
pebbles.)

9. Write the Bible verse on the rainstick and then have your children color or decorate the 
sticks.

If you have time, add raindrops and beads. Cut raindrop shapes from card stock and punch 
holes at the tops of the raindrops. Tie the raindrops to yarn and then wind the yarn around 
one end of the rainstick. Tie the yarn and then add beads to the other end of the yarn. Tie the 
end of the yarn so the bead don't fall off.

What you will need: 

• Legal-sized paper (any color)
• Clear tape
• Stapler
• Markers
• Newspaper or scrap paper
• Dry rice

How to Make the Super Easy Rainstick:
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Studying God’s Word: Meditation
By Rev. Travis Berg

For most of us, meditation seems to be antithetical to orthodox Christianity. We associate it
with techniques like deep breathing, posture, and the recitation of words without content.
The introduction of Eastern religions into Western thought, especially durinag the 1960’s
period of American history, has formed our preconceptions about what meditation is.

But the Latin word meditation means “a thinking over, contemplation, dwelling upon.” For
the Christian, meditation is thinking. Thinking involves content. The Christian is not trying to
extinguish his critical capacities by meditation or clear his mind; on the contrary, the
Christian seeks to use his intellect in order to understand the Word of God. Here, the
intellect or reason is to be used in its ministerial or serving sense. Justifying faith
presupposes the historical knowledge of the Gospel. As Paul says in Romans 10: “And how
shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard?” Of course, a mere historical
knowledge is not justifying faith. Don’t even the demons possess that? As you can see,
intellectual apprehension is not the goal, but it is the means to the end. The Holy Spirit
works faith in the heart through the knowledge grasped by the head. This is why we pray in
the general prayers of our church: “Help all who hear the Word rightly to understand and
truly to believe it.

How does one meditate upon the Scriptures? Martin Luther wrote, “You should meditate . .
by actually repeating and comparing oral speech and literal words of the book, reading and
rereading them with diligent attention and reflection, so that you may see what the Holy
Spirit means by them.”

We Don’t Hear From God 

If We Don’t Spend Time In Mediation
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Repetition is the key. There is an old
Missouri Synod Bible reference book
which very correctly states: “One careful
reading will give you only one fourth of
the lesson. It will enable you to
summarize, to give the main thought.”
Carefully read the portion of Scripture at
least four or five times. Then answer
certain questions about the text. These
questions are as follows: who, where,
when, and what happened. Who are the
principle biblical figures involved? Where is
this history taking place? When is this
history happening? What is a short
summary of the entire history?

Then, from your close reading, discover
what the history entails. What is the
problem? Obviously, the problem will
always be sin, but sin is never abstract. Is it
the sin of pride? Is it lust or hatred? Or are
God’s people suffering under the
tyrannical hand of a despot?

Then ask, “What is the climax or turning
point?” How does our Lord solve this
particular problem of sin? Does He send a
prophet to preach repentance, like Nathan
to David? Does He work mighty miracles,
like He did for Gideon? Does He punish, as
He did with the ten plagues?

Finally, what is the resolution? Is there
repentance and faith, as there was for
Nineveh or Nebuchadnezzar? Is there a
hardening of the heart, as there was for
Pharaoh? Is there rescue and relief, as
there was for the children of Israel?

After all of this work is done, then we can
finally ask: What is the Holy Spirit trying to
teach us through His Word? How can we
find out? One way to find out is to view
the lesson through the lens of Luther’s
Small Catechism. Is God threatening to
punish due to the transgression of His
Law? Is our God comforting us with the
blessed promise of a Savior? Is God
teaching us how to pray, as He does in the
Psalms? Or do we see God giving grace
through means, thus strengthening our
faith in the means of grace, Holy Baptism,
and the Lord’s Supper? Is God depicting
our duties as fathers, mothers, sons,
daughters, husbands, wives, or workers?

Meditation upon the Scriptures takes a bit
of time, but it is well worth the effort. May
God bless your reading of Scripture and
your meditation upon it!



Growing in Faith Towards God...and in Love for One AnotherGrowing in Faith Towards God...and in Love for One Another

The Official Newsletter of Faith Lutheran Church & Preschool

The month might’ve

not started the way you

would have loved to,

but there is still hope. I

love you!

That pain that keeps you

in bed most days, that

pain that forbids you

from being happy, that

pain that destroys you

will soon be the reason

why you will grow much

stronger. Pain shapes

character. I love you!

I want you to be aware

of your thoughts. You

thought influence your

behavior. And so, if

you’re not thinking

about me, then you

won’t pursue me.

However, if you begin

to focus on me, then

you’ll pursue me, and

you’ll experience the

peace I give. I love you!

Life will throw different

things your way. They

may sting, but will not

destroy you. I am with

you. And I will never let

anything destroy you.

Your are my child and I

love you!

My child. I see you’re

struggling. I see your

tears. I see your pain. I’m

here. I’m here to get you

out of that. Just be

patient and trust me. I

love you!

It’s okay. What

happened has

happened. Let’s look

forward. We will recover.

I am your God, and I

have your back. I love

you!

Give me your plans,

and I will give you

success. Remember.

That your success

might not look the way

you planned, but it will

be more than you

asked for id you trust in

me. I love you!

Stop complaining. Stop
over thinking. You are
stressing yourself too
much and instead you
should be trusting me.
Where is your trust in
me? I wont let you down.
I love you!

God says,

God says,

God says,

God says,

God says,God says,God says,

God says,

God says,
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