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From Pastor Jim

How quickly we all witnessed the transition from Christmas to Valentine’s Day! Stores

seemingly made the transition overnight. Not a hint of Christmas is left – except those rare

occurrences of a ‘closeout sale’ or a ‘clearance aisle’ to expedite the liquidation of surplus

Christmas merchandise.

What about you, Christian? Have you left Christmas ‘in the dust’ while making your way

through the first weeks of 2025? Most, if not all, of the Christmas trees and decorations have

been packed away and Christmas cards thrown away.

How surprised, joyfully surprised I am as I drive through parts of Marinette where there are

still a few lights and other symbols of Christmas left on trees and in the yards of some

homes. While it has probably been too cold to take them down, what peace and warmth

and joyful reflection it has brought me on a dark drive home from church to continue

remembering and celebrating the birth of Jesus, the ‘newborn King.’

How pleasant, indeed, it is to meditate on the peace and presence of Jesus in our daily life!

Christmas is not ‘over’ for Christians. It transitioned into the season of Epiphany that reveals

to us through the Holy Scriptures of ‘Who’ this Jesus is. We have learned that Jesus IS the

living ‘Word of God’ – Who comes to us in the Holy Sacraments of Baptism, the Lord’s

Supper, and the spoken Word.

In the Lord’s Supper, we are clearly reminded of Jesus’ presence with us through His true

body and blood in, with, and under for forms of bread and wine. Christmas is all about

celebrating ‘Immanuel’ – God’s presence with us each day – Jesus’ presence with us each

day. Epiphany reminds us through the life of Jesus how He fulfills the will of God for Him as

our Teacher and Savior. Even without the trees, decorations, presents, and parties,

Christians must celebrate, show, and share the presence of Jesus in our daily lives so that

others might see.

The coming celebration of “Valentine’s Day” and its emphasis on ‘love’ is something that

can be celebrated by Christians. What greater quality of the Triune God – Father, Son, and

Holy Spirit - towards the crown of creation (you and me) than to focus on the

‘unconditional love’ that we all receive from our merciful heavenly Father. “For God so

loved the world that He gave His one and only Son – that whoever believes in Him

shall not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)

While it is often used in the context of wedding services, the words recorded in 1

Corinthians 13 are for how we are to ‘live’ Christian love towards others. Reflect on the

following words in the light of your relationship with your spouse, children, siblings,

neighbors, and others.
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From Pastor Jim

What will be YOUR attitude as we approach the season of Lent? Pray that your attitude is

like that of Christ Jesus – humble, servant-oriented, other-focused, loving, forgiving, and

obedient to the will of His Father. Won’t you humble yourself and come to share in praising

and giving thanks to God for His gift of love in Jesus for you - for me - for all?

“Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does

not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at

wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes

all things, endures all things. Love never ends.” (1 Corinthians 13:4-8a)

February witnesses the end of the season of Epiphany and the quick transition to the Lenten

season beginning with ‘Ash Wednesday’ on March 5th . What another great opportunity and

season for Christians to focus on the love of God for us sinners that motivated Him to send

His one and only Son Jesus as the propitiation for our sins and sustained Him through the

last agonizing days of His earthly life.

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature

God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made Himself

nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being

found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to death -

even death on a cross! Therefore, God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him

the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ

is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:5-11)

What will YOUR attitude be during this

upcoming season of Lent? Will you make

time to gather in the Lord’s house for

worship on the Wednesday’s during Lent

that focus on the journey to the cross of our

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and give thanks

for the sacrifice He made which saved you

from eternal damnation?

Husbands, fathers, heads of households, it is

your calling and privilege to lead your

families in remembering the passion and

suffering of Jesus for a world of lost sinners.
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BOBBY FAMILY NEWS

Greetings in Christ,

Our family is doing well. Judah is in Nashville. I am proud to say he has a part time job at his

church, Concordia Lutheran Church, working as a secretary. As a former church organist and

son of a pastor, he’s familiar with the liturgy and the church year and is able to put those

skills to good use. August and Benjamin are thriving at Saint Paul Lutheran High School in

Concordia, Missouri. I cannot express how impressed we’ve been with this school. The boys

are getting an excellent Lutheran education from dedicated and faithful teachers. I cannot

praise this school enough! Simon and Pax are doing well in school. I’ve started to take them

to boxing lessons once a week to help them develop their hand eye coordination and burn

off some energy. Pax goes to Sunday School with the Latvian kids at St. John on Sundays

and loves it. The students and teachers are mostly bilingual, and when they can’t understand

each other, they just work it out. It’s pretty cool. Erica is still working on her blanket. I’ll send

a picture of it next time since so many have asked about it. August and Benjamine will be

flying over in December since they have a month off, so we are looking forward to that!

Thank you so much for your

prayers and continued

support! We are incredibly

grateful and humbled by the

zeal you as God’s people

have for His kingdom.

In Christ, Pastor Bobby

MISIONARY NEWS UPDATE

Riga has an impressive car museum. The first

photo shows Simon next to a 1911 Stanley.

Believe it or not, there was a Ford factory in Riga

for a while in the late 1930’s, and the second

photo shows the car they produced. It’s called the

Vairogs, named after the family who owned the

factory. Benjamin loves freshly baked pretzels, a

real treat, so when I saw this pretzel the size of

my head in a bakery window in downtown Riga, I

had to take this third photo for him. The fourth

photo is of Pax showing off his Halloween

costume. He’s going as a Viking. While not a big

holiday here, the International School organizes a small Trunk or Treat event for which

students dress up. Simon’s still on the fence hether or not he is going. The fifth photo is of

our family (Judah is missing).
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MISIONARY NEWS UPDATE

Earlier in the chapter, God encourages Joshua by saying, “Be strong and courageous, for you

shall go with this people into the land that the Lord has sworn to their fathers to give them,

and you shall put them in possession of it. It is the Lord who goes before you. He will be with

you; he will not leave you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed” (Deuteronomy 31:7-8).

Like Moses and Joshua, God’s people can be courageous because God’s plans are the only

plans that last for eternity, and those plans are ultimately plans of forgiveness, salvation, and

restoration. These plans are fully revealed in Jesus, where we see God’s will for His people on

full display through the death and resurrection of His Son.

SERVING THE LORD IN RIGIA, LATVIA 

Greetings in the Name of Jesus,

I was reading Deuteronomy 31 in my daily devotions

the other day, and I was struck by this line of

Scripture: “And the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, the

days approach when you must die” (Deuteronomy

31:14). I know this statement unfolds within God’s

commissioning of Joshua, the people of Israel’s

transition into the Promised Land, and after Moses

disobedience. Nevertheless, it’s just so matter of fact.

I was amazed at how Moses didn’t complain, argue,

beg, or plead. He knows he can trust in God even in the face of death. He knows he can trust 

God’s will even when that means suffering the inevitable consequences of sin as declared by 

God back in the Garden of Eden.

I often say that the most difficult petition of the Lord’s

Prayer to pray is the Third Petition because in it we ask

that God’s will, not our will, be done. This means truly

trusting in God even as we see our own plans

diminishing, breaking, or dying. It means trusting God

the way Moses does even when facing death. Like

Moses, we know the mighty works of God, how He has

brought life and light out of death and darkness

through His Son. But we, unlike Moses, get to

experience that here and now through our Baptisms

and through the preaching of God’s Word and the

Lord’s Supper.

On the mission field, it can be easy to forget that the

only plans that persist through sin and death are those

of our Savior’s. As people from all different races,

nationalities, and tribes busy themselves with their

plans, they need to hear of the One who calls them to

trust in Him. They need to know that only Jesus can

transform their life of sin and death into His mercy,

goodness, and everlasting righteousness.
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LWML ANNUAL 

“CABIN FEVER” POTLUCK 

Saturday, February 22nd

Starting at 11:30am. 

This is for all ladies of Faith and you are encouraged to bring a
friend. Please sign up at bulletin board & list what food each
of you are bringing. Games are being planned to bring
laughter & fun to the day.

Tues. March 11, 2025 

12:00 - Bible Study 

(Article 3 of the Apostles Creed) 

1:00 – meeting

(planning for Spring Rally  at Faith)

Sat. April 5, 2025 

(at Faith Lutheran)

I hope to see many ladies join us. We 

meet and greet, learn and have fun!

Betsy Gill 

LWML SPRING RALLY 
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BOARD OF MISSIONAL LIFE
Ministering By Seeking the Kingdom

“Seek first the Kingdom of God.” - Jesus in Matthew 6:33

How have you seen God at work in your life this week?

(Please read these excerpts from Joining Jesus on His Mission: How to Be an Everyday 

Missionary, by Greg Finke)

Jesus has brought the Kingdom of God into our world and into our community. Therefore, …

“seeking the kingdom” is the first practical step we can take in joining Jesus in what he is

doing. The more we seek the more Jesus can show us; and the more we seek the more Jesus

can do with us. So, what is Jesus already showing us? What is he already inviting us to notice

and do?

Are you sometimes irritated by the people who interrupt your day? I know I can be.

Maybe now is a good time to stop seeing such moments as interruptions and start seeing

them as appointments … appointments set up by God without consulting with us. “In his

heart, a man plans his course, but the LORD determines his steps,” Proverbs 16:9.

Wherever you go there you are and wherever you are Jesus is already up to

something. Therefore, coincidences become God incidences. Good luck becomes God’s

anonymous provision. Bad luck becomes God’s redirection of our plans. The human needs

we see in our neighbors, co-workers and friends no longer can be set aside (like the priest

and Levite do in the story of the good Samaritan) but now are personal invitations from

Jesus for us to respond (like the Samaritan who stepped in and not around when he saw the

man on the road).

The practice of seeking the kingdom is simply forming the habit of watching for what 

God is showing us every day in the midst of our daily routines.
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Lent 2025 at Faith Lutheran Church

The season of Lent begins on Wednesday, March 5, with a ‘fellowship meal’ at 5:30pm

followed by a Lenten ‘hymn-sing’ at 6:20pm and our “Ash Wednesday” worship service at

6:30pm. This is the only Lenten ‘midweek’ worship service that will include the “Imposition of

Ashes” and “The Lord’s Supper.”

What is the history of the “Imposition of Ashes”?

During the “Middle Ages” – which spanned from the

late 5th century to the early 15th century (AD) –

ashes were sprinkled on the heads of those who

gathered in churches on “Ash Wednesday” and

joined in the confession of their sins.

Today, the pastor applies ashes to the foreheads of

the worshipers in the shape of a cross while

speaking the words first spoken to Adam after his

fall into sin, “For you are dust, and to dust you shall

return.” (Genesis 3:19c)

The season of Lent is a calling from our heavenly Father to ‘return’ to Him. Joel 2:12, “‘Yet

even now,’ declares the LORD ‘return to Me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping,

and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments.’ Return to LORD your

God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and

He relents over disaster.”

Purple is the traditional color for Lent as it is a color that symbolizes ‘penitence’ which is a

response of sorrow and regret for our sins against the will of God. Since ‘purple’ was the

most expensive of dyes used in the time of Jesus, it was worn by the wealthy and those of

high status and rank. As the “King of the Jews,” Jesus wore a purple robe on “Good Friday.”

As the soldiers mocked Him, the Biblical record tells us that they placed a “purple robe” on

Him in order to ridicule Him and belittle the claim that He was a king. (Matthew 27:28; Mark

15:17; Luke 23:11; Jonn 19:2)

TO INVITE AND BRING WITH US TO WORSHIP friends, family, neighbors, ‘in-active’

Christians, or members of the flock who have lapsed from participating with us in the

blessings of Christian fellowship and worship around Word and the holy sacraments.

Please pray to the Holy Spirit for the words that will stir the hearts and minds of those we

approach, invite, and bring with us to celebrate and worship the majesty of our Savior

Jesus during the season of Lent – especially His willingness to bear our sins on the cross for

the forgiveness of our sins that leads to eternal life in heaven.

THE SEASON OF LENT IS ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY …
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Lent 2025 Worship Schedule

Wednesday, March 5 – ASH WEDNESDAY – Joel 2:12-14

“Broken Hearts Restored” – Our hearts are broken in sorrow over sin; Christ restores our

hearts through His forgiveness.

Wednesday, March 12 – Lent Midweek One – Mark 14:1-9

“Broken Vessel Restored” – A broken vessel holds costly perfume; we are broken vessels

restored when Christ pays the price for us on the cross.

Wednesday, March 19 – Lent Midweek Two – Matthew 26:14-25

“Broken Trust Restored” – Judas breaks his trust with Jesus by betraying Him; our broken

trust is restored through the sacrifice of Christ.

Wednesday, March 26 – Lent Midweek Three – John 6:48-58

“Broken Bread Restored” – Bread is broken at the Last Supper; we are restored through the

Bread of Life, Jesus.

Wednesday, April 2 – Lent Midweek Four – Matthew 26:69-75

“Broken Promises Restored” – Peter’s broken promises to never deny Jesus are restored by

the surpassing love of Christ.

Wednesday, April 9 – Lent Midweek Five – 2 Corinthians 5:20-21

“Broken Justice Restored” – A broken justice system put Jesus on the cross; we are

restored when by His death we are declared “Not guilty!”

The season of Lent is a time for us to face together the brokenness of our lives and our

world and then turn that brokenness over to Christ so that we can be restored by Him

through the cross.

Following are descriptions of the Lenten ‘midweek’ services. The April newsletter will

provide descriptions of the themes for the celebration of “Holy Week.”

LENTEN MIDWEEK & HOLY WEEK THEME 
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Fresh off the Christmas season and the retail

frenzy that accompanies it, January brings a

shot of frigid air into the lives of the people

we know and love. This is not a

meteorological statement either. While it is

true that January is one of the colder months

for those in North America, the cold front

blast that hits us is the full force of credit card

spending that fueled the retail frenzy. The

bills for the gifts, the parties, the food and the

travel have now come due. The credit card

makes things convenient, but it also requires

more discipline than many can muster. When

the bills come in January for December’s

celebration, it really puts a damper on things.

Repenting of “Feasts that Know No Fast”

But it also happens in our congregations.

When corporate stewardship is not managed

in a responsible way, it can and does destroy

individual stewardship. Is it good individual

stewardship to support a ministry that

doesn’t take its corporate responsibility

seriously?Congregations often make the same mistake

in stewardship. We often charge forward in

doing what we always do or starting new

endeavors without counting the cost. But at

the end of the month, or the end of year,

when the bill comes due, the red ink on the

congregational balance sheet smacks the

people in the face like a stiff north wind in

January. We hunkered down. We circle the

wagons. We start to panic. The work of the

Gospel suffers.

The fifth verse of “Forgive Us, Lord, for

Shallow Thankfulness” (LSB 788) addresses

this January situation. The words penned by

William Watkins Reid are very needful for us

to hear as we start a new year, while dealing

with the bills of past efforts and expense.

“For walls and wars that hide your mercies

vast and blur our vision of the Kingdom

goal.” This is the ultimate end of the idolatry

of failed stewardship. We build walls between

believers within the church and hamper those

who are outside from coming to the Light of

Life that is Jesus. The wars we fight over

money and its impact on ministry do the

same. It eventually blurs our vision of what

we are here to do: share the Good News of

Jesus. When the wintry blast of January hits

us in this fashion, we are called to repent.

When the Holy Spirit uses the cold front of

the call to repentance, we meet the God who

forgives and restores. That is what He does

for individual and corporate stewards. When

the bills hit, they call us back to Jesus. He is

the One who indeed forgives us our shallow

thankfulness and leads us into the bounty of

His mercy yet again.

“For joy in things that meanwhile starve the

soul …” In “The Parable of the Sower,” we hear

Jesus talk about how the worries and cares of

life choke out the growth of the seed of the

Word that was planted. We know how this

happens in our lives. Professional and youth

sports do this. Materialism does this. Travel

and leisure and do this. There is a list of

things that we enjoy that starve the soul.

“Forgive us, Lord for feast that knows not fast

…” This hits us hard, doesn’t it? We love when

the money is flowing, the parties are going,

and things are getting bigger and better. But

there is a time in life, and most especially in

our spiritual disciplines, that we need to fast.

The purpose of a fast is to step back, lay

something aside for a time, and replace it

with meditation on Scripture and prayer. This

is designed to keep us from turning

something that may well be good into an idol

that separates us from the God who loves us

in Christ.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
The 1st through 3rd grade Sunday school worked on building

a tower from dominoes. Each one took turns placing a domino

to build the tower. We read, “Joseph goes to jail”. Genesis

39. They were asked " What is more stressful - watching

others add to the tower or adding it yourself? " They all

agreed watching other add to it was more stressful.

God is good no matter what. Even when things are nerve

wracking or feel impossible. God always loves us and wants

what is best for us. Is the lesson from this activity.

HEARTS OVERFLOWING
We held a blanket day at our

church on 12/4, Faith in Crivitz is

this week 1/24, and the one in

February will be at St. Mary's in

Crivitz. We will rotate the make-a-

blanket days between these three

churches. Blankets have been

given to Dorothy's Haven of Hope,

foster families, and MCHSS case

managers working with children

with disabilities. The Pastor in

Crivitz also took some to give to

new residents he visits. We

welcome your suggestions on

where these blankets can be

shared.
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Financial Summary
November 2024 Year-to-Date Numbers:

Offerings for Operations $215,877

Operating Expenses $217,856

Interest Income $ 674

Loss from Operations $ (1,305)

Offerings for missions and community outreach projects thru 12-31-24 totaled $73,606 (over

and above the offerings for operations)

May God continue to bless our service to Him, our church, our members, and our community

outreach ministries throughout 2025.

Luke 6:38 “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together

and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be

measured to you.”

Respectfully submitted,

Roxanne Mueller

Treasurer
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2024 FLC REVITALIZATION TEAM: 
FEBRUARY 2025 UPDATE

FINAL 2024 AWARD PRESENTATION:

After the service on Sunday, 1/19/25,

Christopher Moon presented a check for

$3,763 to Captain Jason McGhee from the

MENOMINEE POLICE DEPARTMENT to

purchase Emergency Medical Trauma Kits

for all the officers in the department. This

will allow the officers to administer first-aid,

if needed, while waiting for emergency EMS

personnel to arrive at an accident or crime

scene. This completes Team Goal # 2.

All of the funds raised by the 2024

Revitalization Team have now been

awarded. The five team projects undertaken

in 2024raised a total of $14,277.

Anonymous donors also contributed a total

of $4,900 for three proposed projects which

were not selected by the congregation.

These donations went to the PESHTIGO FIRE

DEPARTMENT to purchase an AED for their

EMS unit, to the MARINETTE FIRE

DEPARTMENT to purchase a replacement

Mustang (water rescue) Suit, and a gift of

cash to the FOSTER CLOSET in Menominee,

Michigan.

Thank you for your prayers and support.

Praise be to our great God from whom all

blessings flow!

The One Year Life Lessons from the Bible

devotional, by Neil S. Wilson presents, in a

daily format, a collection of the life lessons

learned by people in the Bible. These life

lessons were learned over the span of

centuries.

These lessons touch on the greatest issues

of life: why there is pain and suffering; why

the immoral appear so successful; why some

are rich and others are poor; why it’s

important to say what is true, act with

courage, or spend time asking God what to

do.

Start your journey today and begin to soak

in the wisdom gained over centuries.

Your life will never be the same.

HAVE YOU READ THIS BOOK FROM
OUR CHURCH LIBRARY?
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Preschool
Hello everyone!

Did we make it through January?? It has been a long month. We spent most of our school

days inside the warm classroom. My rule for going outside is that the real feel temperature

has to be 6 degrees or higher. So that just reminds you how cold January has been, Brrr... !

Although we were cooped up inside a bit more this month we used that time wisely by

exploring things we have needed more practice with. We also explored YouTube to do many

winter action dances. Our favorite was "I Live Inside A Snow globe (Shake It Up)" by The

Laurie Berkner Band. Of course we had to use the maracas to make extra music for this song.

Everyone loved that song!

As we look ahead to February ,of course, we will be talking about love. The love God has for

all of us and our ability to love others as we go throughout our days on earth. I love that

Miss Sarah and I get to continuously share God's love with our students. The students then

can share God's love to their parents, grandparents, and siblings. Faith Lutheran Preschool is

a great blessing we get to provide to our community. I thank everyone for the support and

prayers for this ministry!

Until next month,

Ms. Kat Ehlers
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