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Before His ascension into heaven, Jesus said to the disciples, “You will receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

God the Father is already ‘at work’ through His Holy Spirit planting the seeds of faith
and nurturing them into branches that, while connected to the Vine (Jesus), will bear
fruit (God-pleasing lives).

Christ Himself established the ‘mission’ of the Church that bears His name (the
‘Christian Church’), the ‘mission’ that also defines the life of every Christian. Christians
around the world recognize the words of the “Great Commission.” The words “Go …
make … baptize … teach” call Christians to lives of action. With these words, Jesus
clearly defined the purpose for His Church and everyone on earth who follows Him
and bear the name Christian.

‘MISSION’ vs. ‘VISION’ –
The reasons that one changes while the other does not.

MISSION STATEMENT

The ‘mission statement’ defines the purpose
and calling of the whole Christian Church on
earth. The ‘mission’ of every Christian church
on earth is the command from Jesus
recorded in Matthew 28:18-20a, “All authority
in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.
GO therefore and MAKE disciples of all
nations, BAPTIZING them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and TEACHING them to observe all that I
have commanded you.”

Christ Himself established the ‘mission’ of the Church that bears His name (the
‘Christian Church’), the ‘mission’ that also defines the life of every Christian.

The ‘mission statement’ NEVER changes.
Because Jesus Himself directed the purpose for the Church that bears His name, that
‘mission’ never changes. It is the guiding principle that we follow throughout our
earthly life as His followers – as His disciples – in thought, word, and deed.

The ‘mission statement’ of the whole Christian Church on earth is clear, directive,
and unchanging.

VISION STATEMENT … A NEW ‘VISION’ FOR FAITH LUTHERAN …

“As we GROW in Christ’s Love and the Word,
we will SHARE Christ’s Love with the World.”
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The ‘vision’ to “GROW” and “SHARE” is based on Biblical teachings:

Ephesians 2:19-22, “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, BUILT on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the
cornerstone, in Whom the whole structure, being joined together, GROWS into a holy
temple in the Lord. In Him you also are being BUILT together into a dwelling place for
God by the Spirit.”

Ephesians 4:15, “Speaking the truth in love, we are to GROW up in every way into Him
Who is the head, into Christ.”

2 Timothy 3:15-17, “How from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred
writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete,
equipped for every good work.

1 Peter 3:18, “But GROW in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.”

1 Peter 2:2, “Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may
GROW up into salvation.”

In addition to the “Great Commission” commands recorded in Matthew 28:18-20 (Go …
make … baptize … teach), the Bible contains other teachings that guide our daily life as
we live the ‘mission’ of Christ’s Church

A ‘vision statement’ focuses the local church and its membership on HOW the
‘mission’ of Christ’s Church is to be lived in us and through us.

With every passing generation there are ‘constants’ and there are ‘changes.’ While
values, morals, beliefs, and priorities change with every generation, the most
comforting ‘constant’ for Christians is recorded in Hebrews 13:8, “Jesus Christ is the
SAME yesterday and today and forever.”

A ‘vision statement’ contains ‘action’ words that guide the life of followers of Jesus.
(see the vision words above in all caps – “GROW” and “SHARE”)

1 Peter 2:9, “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special
possession, that you may DECLARE the praises of Him who called you out of
darkness into His wonderful light.”

1 Peter 3:15, “But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being
PREPARED to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that
is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect.”

Other teachings from God’s Word use descriptive words that give us God’s clear
expectations for our daily living towards others:
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Galatians 5:22-23, 25, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such there is no law … If we
LIVE by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit.”

Ephesians 4:15, “SPEAKING the truth in love, we are to GROW UP in every way into
Him Who is the head (Christ).”

Colossians 3:12-17, “PUT ON then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved,
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one
another and, if one has a complaint against another, FORGIVING each other; AS the
Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these PUT ON love,
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in
your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly, TEACHING and ADMONISHING one another in all
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your
hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of
the Lord Jesus, GIVING THANKS to God the Father through Him.”

A ‘vision statement’ changes as the needs and challenges of the local church and
the surrounding community changes.

Churches annually review their ministries, their staff, their leaders, the direction that
they are going, priorities, gospel outreach, loving our neighbors, etc.

‘Vision Statements’ must be easy to remember and absolutely clear in how we make
it a part of our daily life as Christians.

Our NEW ‘vision statement’ at Faith Lutheran is both easy to remember and clear in
God’s expectations for us as Christians.

“As we GROW in Christ’s Love and the Word,
we will SHARE Christ’s Love with the World.”
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Many of the Bible verses quoted above teach us both “to grow” and “how to grow” as
children of God and followers of Jesus.

Many of the Bible verses quoted above contain clear commands from Jesus “to share”
the good news of the Gospel all of our life.

Brothers and sisters in Christ at Faith Lutheran Church and Preschool, let us commit
to GROWING in the knowledge of the Word of God. This can be done through personal
/ daily devotions, Bible reading, regular worship, attendance in Bible classes, Sunday
School, etc.

Brothers and sisters in Christ at Faith Lutheran Church and Preschool, let us commit
to SHARING the knowledge we receive from growing in the Word of God about our
Lord Jesus Christ. We learn so much in our life, but the challenge comes in HOW to
SHARE what we have learned.

As your pastor, my best advice is to take ‘baby steps.’ Not many Christians hit the
ground running with being missionaries for Christ. We need to celebrate the simple
truths we have been taught and then slowly add to those truths what we mean by
them and what more the Bible teaches us.

Finally, it’s never too late to grow and it’s never too late to share. All that will stand in
your way is the unwillingness to do either or both. During every moment of struggle
and inhibition, go in prayer to the Holy Spirit and remember the words of Jesus Who
said at the end of the Great Commission passage, “Behold, I am with you always,
to the end of the age.”

OUR NEW VISION STATEMENT AT FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH …

“As we GROW in Christ’s Love and the Word,
we will SHARE Christ’s Love with the World.”
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“Birthday / Anniversary Fund”

Faith Lutheran Preschool is our ‘front door’ to the larger mission field that exists in the
homes of our community and the communities around us. The precious lambs
entrusted to our care present us with daily, weekly, and monthly opportunities to teach
them about Jesus and His love for them.

Our preschool began in September of 1984 under the faithful leadership of Linda
Schroeder (Pastor’s wife) and has been a blessing to many families over the past 41
years. Our preschool has been the ‘pride’ of many members – past and present – and
has received special gifts and sacrificial offerings to support its unique ministry to
families with young children.

Over the past four decades, our community and surrounding towns have seen a sharp
and continual increase in the number of preschool and daycare providers. While some
of them are ‘Christian’ in nature, not all of them provide what we can provide – an
introduction to Jesus that may not be offered in each child’s home. What we offer the
young children in our preschool can also become the missional ‘open door’ to
introducing Jesus to their parents and siblings.

After months of careful thought and planning by the members of Faith Lutheran’s
Board of Education, the decision was made to offer both ‘half-day’ AND ‘full-day’
preschool classes beginning with the 2025-2026 school year.

Yes, we will continue facing the challenges of competing with other preschools and
daycare facilities around us, but we have an opportunity as a congregational family to
reduce the amount of tuition so that we become the ‘best Christian option’ in the area.

This is where you – the family of Faith Lutheran Church – have an opportunity to
prayerfully consider participating in an extra gesture of financial support for our
preschool.

The creation of the “Birthday / Anniversary Fund” provides a necessary and crucial
element to keeping our preschool tuition at the most affordable rate in the area each
year. Families of Faith Lutheran Church are encouraged to pray about this opportunity
to participate in a program that directly impacts the availability and affordability of our
preschool starting with the 2026-2027 school year.

Keeping our preschool competitive one offering at a time.

Our preschool already has a ‘Scholarship Fund’ that is designed to provide financial
assistance to families with ‘demonstrated need.’ The “Birthday / Anniversary Fund” is
entirely different and exists only to reduce the annual tuition for all families who
consider enrolling their children in our preschool.

WHEN can we start contributing? You can start as early as Sunday, April 6.
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HOW can you contribute to the “Birthday / Anniversary Fund”?

First, a separate fund with our bank will be set up that receives all the offerings that
are received specifically for this program. The existence of a ‘special account’ ensures
that these funds will not be siphoned away on ‘operational costs,’ but they are reserved
for the specific purpose of reducing annual preschool tuition rates.

Sacrificial gifts to this fund can be directed through special envelopes as well as
electronic giving. Directions for ‘electronic giving’ can be found on our Faith Lutheran
website under the button titled “Give Now.” There are five tiles from which to choose –
one of them is the “Birthday / Anniversary Fund” with options for you to choose how
much and how often to make those transfers.

“Birthday / Anniversary Fund” envelopes will be made available on the table in the
entryway for you to use to support this program. All you need to do is indicate on the
envelope if your ‘thank offering’ is being given in honor or your birthday or anniversary
ALONG WITH your envelope number as this would be considered by the IRS as a
‘charitable donation’ for tax purposes.

On the Sunday closest to the occasion of your birthday or the birthday of one of your
children or your wedding anniversary, please make a ‘sacrificial’ offering to the
preschool equal to the number of years of the birthday being celebrated or the number
of years married.

Because of the intense and long-term level of planning regarding ways to sustain the
viability of our preschool moving forward, this “Birthday / Anniversary Fund” is
getting a later start in the year than we had hoped.

For individuals and couples of Faith Lutheran Church who would like to join in this
form of financial support for our preschool but whose birthdays and / or wedding
anniversaries have already occurred, please feel free to use an envelope on the table
in the entryway or make your electronic offering for this calendar year.

Please prayerfully consider this opportunity that continues to make a positive impact
on the long-term future of our preschool ministry. Thank you!!!



American Red Cross Blood Drive

Help save a life. 
Schedule your

blood donation

appointment today.

April 22nd

In Friendship Hall

11am -5pm

REDCROSS BLOOD DRIVE

Everyone who donates in April receives a awesome t-shirt

9.
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Throughout the coming months, the Board of Elders will begin putting together a
“Committee of Elder Assistants” to assist and support the current board
members as they perform their assigned duties/responsibilities for Sunday
morning services as well as other special services during the week. These
committee members will be ‘unelected’ but ‘qualified’ male members of FLC who
will learn to serve as “Elder-on- Duty” at occasional assigned services and
perform the same ‘regular responsibilities’ of elected members of the board
(unlock and prepare the building interior for the arrival of worshipers, ensure
that there are ushers and an acolyte present to serve, that the sound system is
turned on and set to record at the appropriate time, oversee and assist with the
offerings if necessary, serve alongside Pastor as a distributor of the Lord’s
Supper, securing the tithes and offerings if counters are not present, and ensure
that the building is appropriately checked before locking up after worship
activities are completed and all participants have left.

FROM THE BOARD OF ELDERS

Anyone interested in joining the
“Committed of Elder Assistants” or
who would like more information,
please contact any of the Board of
Elders members or Pastor Krueger.

Respectfully in His service,
The Board of Elders

These committee members may assist
but are not elected officers and may
not perform the following: contact ill
and “lapsed’ congregation members in
the shepherding zones, ensure an
active life of the congregation
members in the shepherding zones,
attend or participate in the monthly
meetings, or other responsibilities as
listed in the FLC constitution Bylaws
Section VIII B).
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Stewardship Essentials: Repetition

STEWARDSHIP BEGINS IN OUR BAPTISMAL IDENTITY IN CHRIST
The identity of the Christian steward is far more complex than any giving chart or

commitment card. When we relegate stewardship to time, talents and treasure,

though these are neat compartments, they obscure a much larger truth. For both the

individual and the congregation, the identity and vocation of the steward is at the

very heart of the Gospel.

A seminary professor once quipped to a

group of soon-to-be pastors just before

Call Day: “Congratulations, brothers. You

are about to graduate and become

pastors. You will likely get two weeks of

vacation your first year. This means that

for 50 weeks in that year you will get to

say the same thing, in new and creative

ways.”

Even though this professor was talking

about proclaiming Jesus Christ and Him

crucified for the forgiveness of sins every

single Sunday, what he said also applies

to the whole counsel of God, including

Christian stewardship.

But this is the mistake so many pastors and steward leaders make every year. They

relegate the teaching of stewardship to those weeks just before the creation of the

congregational budget, or only begin teaching stewardship when the financial

resources of the congregation are beginning to wear thin. This situation is the result

of a truncated and impoverished view of stewardship. Instead, how should we teach

stewardship?

No pastor worth their salt would ever balk at reminding those entrusted to his care

that they are baptized. From the structure and flow of the liturgy to preaching

through the lectionary, the Divine Service is a weekly reminder that those gathered

around Word and Sacrament are baptized.

This baptismal identity is not one God’s people claimed for themselves. It is one that

has been placed on them. The baptized have put on Christ. They are not their own.

They have been bought with a price. The currency of that purchase is not gold or

silver, but the holy, precious blood and innocent suffering and death of our Lord

Jesus Christ!
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REPEAT IT OFTEN: BE WHO CHRIST REDEEMED YOU TO BE
This is a message that is repeated in new and creative ways every week in orthodox

Lutheran preaching and teaching.

This repetition is essential for two

reasons. One, it is a call to repentance.

Even the most faithful saint daily and

often forgets that they do not belong to

themselves. They claim ownership of

what is really a trust from God. In the

process, they are wallowing in idolatry

that can and will separate them from the

mercy of God revealed in Jesus Christ.

Second, weekly repetition is necessary

because it is often forgotten that what is

lost and then restored by grace in one’s

baptismal identity is also a call to

stewardship. Stewardship needs to be

taught weekly since we forget it daily!

Steward leader: do not be afraid to be

repetitive. Parents, teachers, and even

God Himself repeat things so that the

child, student and steward may learn.

These lessons are learned by repeated

exposure to the Gospel. This is done 52

weeks a year. And in the process

stewards learn. They learn who they are.

They learn what they are called to do.

And they grow to the glory of God and

the benefit of their neighbor.

But this repetition is not about being the

leech of Proverbs 30, demanding “Give,

give” (Prov. 30:15). This weekly repetitive

call to Christian stewardship is be!

Be who the Lord has made and

redeemed you to be. This is a lesson that

cannot be taught too much.

Is there a financial component to that?

Of course there is! But it is so much

more. Teaching stewardship as identity is

the weekly call to serve the Lord by

serving the neighbor. Because of sinful

flesh that is turned in on itself, the

sinner-steward often forgets their

identity. Then, without fail, this forgotten

identity leads to failed and sinful activity.

For this reason, the steward leader needs

to strive for repetition in stewardship

formation. The lectionary is a great tool

in this. Every week, the assigned readings

allow for, and even demand, a treatment

from the perspective of the Christian

steward. Managing all of life and life’s

resources for God’s purposes is what the

individual steward is called to do every

day of their life. Repetition teaches this.
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Financial Summary
February 2025 Year-to-Date Numbers:

Offerings for Operations $32,007

Operating Expenses $35,687

Interest Income $ 271

Loss from Operations $ (3,409)

Offerings for missions and community outreach projects thru 2-28-25 totaled $2,075

(over and above the offerings for operations)

May God continue to bless our service to Him, our church, our members, and our

community outreach ministries throughout 2025.

Luke 6:38 “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken

together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you

use, it will be measured to you.”

Respectfully submitted,

Roxanne Mueller

Treasurer

Hearts Overflowing
In March the Hearts Overflowing group distributed 6 baby quilts to Bay Area

Pregnancy Center, 3 twin quilts to Camp Daniel, 10 fleece blankets to the Rainbow

House, 10 fleece blankets through the Crivitz Food Panty, and 21 fleece and quilt

blankets to Abundant Life Mission.

Our deepest desire it to share God’s love with others, especially children. Each

blanket has an embroidered heart that says ‘Jesus Loves U’.

We thank God for His blessings, as He provides the time, talent, and treasures to

make these blankets. And we pray God will bless the children and families who

receive these blankets, that they may know how much they are loved.

Our next Make-A-Blanket Day will be at Faith Presbyterian Church in Crivitz in April.

Watch the bulletin announcements for the date and time. Join us if you can for this

wonderful community outreach.
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Personal Care Kits
for Lutheran World Relief

LWML would love your support which will help us to purchase bath towels, bars of

soap, combs, nail clippers & toothbrushes for each kit for those in need worldwide.

Our goal this year is to make 40+ kits at approximately $7 each. Your donations are

appreciated! Please take an envelops for the table, fill it out, and return to mailbox

#16 Thank you!

LutheranWoman’s Missionary League

LCMS Memory Verse Challenge

Starting the first week of Easter, a “memory verse” will be added to our weekly

announcements. The verses will be selected primarily from the Gospels and Epistles.

Most of the selections will be short, just one or two verses at a time.

WHY MEMORIZE SCRIPTURE?

There are a multitude of reasons why we should hide God’s Word in our mind and

heart. Hiding God’s Word in our heart is commanded (Colossians 3:16). Scripture

Memory helps keep us from sin. It transforms our entire way of thinking. Scripture

Memory helps us respond to difficulties in an appropriate manner. God uses Scripture

to guide us. Memorization helps fuel meditation on God’s Word. Scripture fills us with

hope. Our Lord Jesus Christ serves as a great example for us in Scripture Memory.

“When Jonah was in the belly of the whale, it was too late to pull out his Bible. It was

too late to grab his catechism and his hymnal. … The great Song of Jonah in Chapter 2

is nothing but pieces of the psalms stitched together. They’re his childhood memory

verses and bedtime prayers that he was able to use in the total darkness of the whale

to pray faithfully, to bring God’s Word to bear on his situation, and to comfort himself

in the midst of great distress.

“And that’s exactly why we learn the Scriptures now: We never know when

persecution may come, when technology or even access to Bibles and churches may

go away.
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH -
FRIENDSHIP SUNDAY:  MAY 04, 2025

“I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are 

ripe for the harvest.”  John 4:35

The Board of Missional Life will sponsor a “Friendship Sunday” on May 04, 2025, and

we are asking all of our members to attend and invite a friend to come along.

Right now, Jesus is at work in our neighborhoods redeeming and restoring people to

the Father’s kingdom. Some people are resisting, some are ignoring, some are

oblivious, and some are almost ready to believe (ripe). Jesus is not sending us out to

do his work for him, he’s inviting us to come with him and join in the work He is

already doing by opening our eyes, looking and seeing friends and neighbors who

we can invite to share the Word and a meal with us.

Our goal is to meet and get to know new people. The service will include special

music followed by a potluck “brunch-style meal” with “gifts” for the visitors who

attend.

Please write down the date and start to think about who you want to bring. Watch

the bulletin board for a sign-up sheet so that you can help to make this day a

success. It will be a great opportunity to say, “Thank You, God,” and demonstrate the

love of Christ to our friends and neighbors by sharing Jesus’ with them.
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2025 FLC REVITALIZATION TEAM:  
APRIL UPDATE

TEAM MEMBERS: Jean Anuta, Karl Bauman, Jr., Bill Ritson, Sharon Starks, Rosie

Wolbrink, Lois Zill, Jim Zill and Rev. Jim Krueger (ex officio).

TEAM PURPOSE: Since 2021, in the Spring of the year, Faith Lutheran Church (FLC)

has asked representatives from local community non-profit agencies and

organizations to present their needs and improvement projects, that will benefit the

community, to our Revitalization Team with the intention of helping them. We do this

to demonstrate and extend the love of Christ to the community as His “other-

focused” people by “loving our neighbor as ourselves” (Matthew 22:39).

KICK-OFF MEETING: On 2/24/25 Jim called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. The

team discussed and created a “contact list” which included these local organizations:

The Rawhide Youth Home, Dorothy’s Haven of Hope, The Marinette County Sheriff’s

Office, The Marinette Fire Department, The Menominee Police Department, Rainbow

House Domestic Abuse Services, Camp Daniel, the Marinette County Jail.

We will contact these organizations and send them each a letter explaining our

purpose and inviting each of them to make a presentation to us - outlining their

goals and needs - on 3/31/25 @ 5:00 p.m. at the church.

After they give the presentations the team will discuss them and choose the ones

which will be proposed to the congregation and selected at a special voter’s meeting

in May.

We adjourned the meeting at 6:12 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Jim Zill



Hear ye, Hear ye, Read all about it!!!

Faith Lutheran Preschool now

offers full-day options for 3k and 4k

students. Half-day options are still

available, but how exciting is it to

provide more time for children to learn

in a safe, Christian learning

environment. We are currently in the

process of hiring a teacher for the

afternoon. Please pray for the hiring

team as we look for the right fit to give

children a great start to their school

years.

March was full of so much fun. As

teachers, Miss Sarah and I, got to meet

new families that may join us next year

for preschool. Out of the 5 families that

visited 4 of them registered their

children. The other family is still working

to figure out what is best for their child.

The current preschool students worked

hard to make some St. Patrick's Day

decorations for one of the 4-year-old

mom's office. That is why I love smaller

class sizes. I am able to form meaningful

connections with the families. Please

share this with the community so that we

can share the joy, love, and care God

gives to more families.

Thank you for the support and prayers

given to our preschool. It runs smoothly

because of your support and prayers.

Now let's see what April has in store for

us all and Faith Lutheran Preschool.
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