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FAITH LUTHERAN LEADERSHIP

Preschool Director / Teacher : Kat Ehlers 
flpmarinette@gmail.com
715.732.9903
Assistant Teacher: Marianne Evancheck

President : Jim Zill
jzill@new.rr.com
907.654.0123

Vice-President : Keith Mueller 
keith.mueller1227@yahoo.com
920.621.0071 

Financial Secretary : Lori Okrasinski 
lori.okrasinski@gmail.com
715.927.6817

Secretary : Kelly Coan
kellycoan58@gmail.com
715.701.3374

Treasurer : Roxanne Mueller 
roxanne.mueller@yahoo.com
920.366.1362

FAITH LUTHERAN STAFF

Church Office: 
Admin assistant: Maggie Nygren
marinettefaithlutheran@gmail.com
715.735.6506

Church office hours for November
Monday – Thursday from 8:30am-1:30pm

Officiant: Rev. James Krueger
revjfk@hotmail.com
989.293.5335

Pastor ‘office hours’ for November: 
Monday – Thursday from 8:00am – 1:00pm
These hours may be subject to change, so please 
call ahead if you would like to meet with Pastor.

INSIDE OUR LATEST ISSUE

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

SUNDAY
• Worship Service 9:00am
• Fellowship Time 10:15am
• Bible Study 10:30am (September-May)
• Sunday School 10:30am (September-May)

WEDNESDAY
• Discipleship Class 6:00pm  (September-May)

THURSDAY
• Choir Practice 6:00pm (September-May)

mailto:keith.mueller1227@yahoo.com


A Message from Pastor Krueger
“A Guide for Having Difficult Conversations”

(September Lutheran Witness – pg. 17)
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When a loved one’s beliefs or life-choices conflict with Biblical truth, it can 
lead to heartbreaking rifts and estrangement. You may know a family that has 
experienced this, or you may be experiencing it personally. Some families try 
to correct or confront, but their godly wisdom is often rejected as ‘hateful,’ 
leaving families struggling in silence that can last for years.  This article 
provides guidance for speaking out and trying again. Be  prayerful that God 
willing, over time, conversations can result in trust, reconciliation and new 
beginnings.

YOUR PLAN
Begin your thinking and planning with prayerful reflection on God’s Word.
Ask for counsel. A pastor, friend, or Christian counselor can offer wise
suggestions and prayer.
Clarify your goal: What do you hope they’ll take away form the
conversation? Write it out in one sentence.
Be aware of the temptation to fill the conversation with blaming,
accusations, or replaying old grievances.
Don’t expect one conversation to settle all unfinished business. Hope
instead for a series of valuable interactions.
Show that you care. How can you let them know that you love them – no
matter what?
This isn’t a sermon or a lecture. Most people need a good listening to,
not a good talking to.

Remember, in all you do, that this is a person for whom Christ died.

EXPECTATIONS
Define success realistically. What is your goal for this particular
conversation? Full agreement, repentance, or reconciliation are unlikely in
one sitting.
Be confident that enhancing the relationship is itself a good outcome of a
conversation like this. Hopefully you’ll both agree, “We talked honestly and
respectfully.”
Expect some defensiveness; estrangement can have deep roots and is
not repaired easily.
Be confident that God is at work – even when you can’t detect it.



A Message from Pastor Krueger (cont’)
“A Guide for Having Difficult Conversations”

(September Lutheran Witness – pg. 17)
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THE CONVERSATION
Begin with gratitude: “I’m so glad that we can talk; I’ve looked forward to
this.”

Speak from your vocation as parent, sibling, grandparent, etc. – not as a
judge or moral policeman.
Use open-ended questions throughout: “Can you tell me more about
that?”
Empathy matters. What might they be feeling now? How might that shape
your tone?
Find common ground and affirm what you can. Small agreements build
bridges.
Be “quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger.” (James 1:19)
CAUTIONS
Know when to pause or to step away. If emotions flare, or abusive words
surface, say: “I don’t want either of us to say anything hurtful. I’d like to try
again when we’ve both been able to reflect on this conversation.”
In difficult moments, ask yourself: What can I say, right now, to make
things better in this conversation and relationship?
CONCLUSION
Thank them for the conversation; let them know what you learned from
them.
Leave the door open: “I’d really like to talk with you again sometime.”
Encourage them in some meaningful way.
Reaffirm your love: “We may not agree or fully understand all these
things, but we love you. We’re here for you. We always will be. And we’re
praying for you.”
DEBRIEFING
Don’t carry this burden alone. Debrief with someone who is safe and
wise.
Remember that it is God the Holy Spirit who will call your loved one to
repentance.
Wrap your loved one in prayer and commend them to the care of our
loving God.

Go ahead. Invite the conversation, even if it requires personal courage and
multiple outreach efforts. Be confident that God will equip you thoroughly
for whatever conversation He sets before you, one day at a time, for each
of the days ahead.



ADVENT ‘MIDWEEK’ SEASON
“Wait Upon the Lord”

5.

The central focus of the season of Advent is summed up in the word ‘waiting.’

Christians spend each year waiting to celebrate the birth of God’s promised

Savior once again – His Son Jesus AND waiting for the promised return / second

coming of Jesus.

In the coming Advent MIDWEEK services, we will take a deeper look into the

Bible at those who waited upon the Lord for His promises to be fulfilled through

the birth of the Christ child. We also look forward, contemplating how all

Christians should be “waiting upon the Lord” every day of our earthly lives, as

God continues to reveal Himself to us through the written Word and the holy

Sacraments.

JOIN US ON THE FOLLOWING WEDNESDAYS IN DECEMBER AT 6:30PM:

December 3 – Midweek One “Wait Upon the Lord with FAITH” (Gal. 3:8)
Abraham and Sarah waited faithfully for the birth of their son, Isaac. We also wait

faithfully for the ‘second coming’ of God’s Son, Jesus, and the physical

resurrection to heaven for all those who have lived putting their hope in Jesus as

their personal Savior from sin.
December 10 – Midweek Two “Wait Upon the Lord with HOPE” (Ps. 130:5)
The prophet Isaiah declared the coming of the Lord, which gave the people of

Israel hope for the future. We also wait with hope for the coming / returning

Savior Jesus AND the future beyond this world and time that is safe in Almighty

God’s hands.
December 17 – Midweek Three “Wait Upon the Lord with REJOICING” (Is.
25:9)
Elizabeth rejoiced while she waited for the coming of her own son, John ‘the

Baptist.’ Mary rejoiced while she waited for the birth of her own son, Jesus. In the

same way, we wait with anticipation the coming celebration of the birth of Jesus –

the Son of God – our Savior.

OTHER ITEMS TO REMEMBER ABOUT OUR ADVENT ‘MIDWEEK’ SERVICES:

*** Midweek Advent Meals begin at 5:30pm with clean up at 6:10pm (a

sign up sheet is already on the church bulletin board for boards to volunteer to host)

*** Midweek Advent services begin with a seasonal ‘hymn-sing’ that begins at

6:20pm with the worship service starting at 6:30pm.



LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF CELEBRATES 80 
YEARS OF CARING AND SHARING

6.

LWR was founded in the aftermath of WWII. By the end of 1944, 
Europe was enveloped by a tremendous displacement crisis as the 
war marched on. In response to this desperate situation, members 
fasted during the Lenten season and collected the funds they saved 
in an offering to meet the needs of displaced Europeans including:
food, clothing and quilts. By the end of the 1940’s, LWR was also 
sending relief aid to those affected by conflicts in Palestine, Hong 
Kong, Korea, and Bangladesh.

In the 1950’s, LWR was called again to respond to the suffering of 
war, establishing 140 feeding centers and distributed 31,000 meals a 
day across Korea in the aftermath of the Korean War.

In the 1960’s, LWR convened evangelical churches across the U.S. to 
send food and clothing to Vietnam during that war. The work 
broadened extensively with President John F. Kennedy’s “Food for 
Peace” committee to get food to some of the world’s poorest 
communities.

In the 1970’s (after the Vietnam War), LWR continued moving in its 
mission, working with the U.S. government to build the  national 
resettlement program which welcomed refugees fleeing conflict in 
places like Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos. LWR began relationships 
with farming cooperatives to increase rural incomes and food 
security in the developing world. In 1979, LWR opened its first 
regional office in Peru.

During the 1980’s-1990’s, LWR responded to the African famine by 
shipping over 5,000 tons of wheat to northern Ethiopia and opened a 
regional office in West Africa. LWR became the first faith-based 
organization to receive the Presidential End Hunger award.

Since the year 2000, LWR has increased its emphasis in the area of
agriculture and responded to major natural disasters and 
humanitarian crises around the world. As of 2023, LWR maintains 
ongoing operations in 29 countries in Central/South America, Arica, 
the Middle East, Asia, and Oceania.



SPIRITUAL MESSAGES NEEDED FOR DIGITAL BILLBOARD

7.

Earlier this year the Faith Endowment Committee approved a grant for a four-
week rental of the digital billboard on the south side of Highway 41 for
displaying daily spiritual messages which will be visible to everyone traveling
into Marinette. The rental period will be from November 30 through December
27, 2025.

Our church’s vision statement is “As we GROW in Christ’s Love and the Word,
we will SHARE Christ’s Love with the World”. The purpose of the billboard
messages is not to increase our church membership count but rather to share
the wonderful message of God’s saving grace to as many people as possible.

Creativity plays a vital role in the success of billboard effectiveness. A well-
designed billboard that captures attention and conveys a clear, compelling
message can leave a lasting impression. Short messages such as the following
are good examples of effective billboard displays:

We are asking everyone to submit their ideas for short messages to be
displayed on the billboard. Write your ideas on a piece of paper and place them
in mailbox # 160. Selected messages will be designed and then sent
electronically via a software application provided by Jones Sign Company. If
anyone has a question, please speak with Keith Mueller. We can have the
message change daily which allows us the opportunity to have up to 28
different messages, so get those creative juices flowing!

“As we GROW in Christ’s Love and the Word, 
we will SHARE Christ’s Love with the World.”



BECOMING AN “ELDER”

Some individuals in the past have thought that they need to be able to conduct a service
or deliver a sermon in those “emergency” situations that arise now and then – we are
all good at something but not all good at the same things which, again, is why we work
together as a team to accomplish what needs to be done! In the past months you’ve
heard or read about the “Elder Assistant” that we have been promoting and this is
another excellent path to learning what it is we do on Sunday’s. If you have an interest
or just a question or two, please contact any one of us as we are always there to assist.
There is currently one open position on the board and I know there are more than a few
men in our congregation more than capable of “doing what we do”. Being an elder is a
very rewarding experience allowing each member to work closely with the Pastor and
members of the congregation to maintain a happy, healthy, and very spiritual church life
here at Faith.

In HIS service,
The members of the Board of Elders

Have you ever thought about becoming an “Elder” here at Faith? or what is required of
an elder? how much time does it take up? Well let me help with some of the questions
or “misconceptions”. First of all, you do NOT need to be asked to be a member of the
Board of Elders – though every new member must be approved by the existing board
members per our Constitution here at Faith. If becoming an elder is something you
have thought about or want more information about, you can talk with any one of the
existing members or simply check the box on your Time and Talents sheet later this
year. Second, not everyone is made the same way so while some are better at certain
aspects of the responsibilities, others may be better at other aspects – we all work
together to ensure that the spiritual needs of the congregation are met.

8



September 2025 Year-to-Date Financial Summary :

Financial Summary -- September 2025 Year-to-Date Numbers:

Offerings for Operations $163,561
Operating Expenses $162,513
Interest Income $ 980
Loss from Operations $ 2,028

Offerings for missions and community outreach projects thru 9-31-25 totaled $26,460 (over
and above the offerings for operations)

Praying God will bless us in order that we may fulfill His calling for each of us as we grow in
Christ’s love and the word, so that we may share Christ’s love with the world. May God
continue to bless our time, talents, and treasures as we serve Him, our church, our members,
and our community outreach ministries throughout 2025.

2 Corinthians 9:7-8, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all
grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound
in every good work.”

Respectfully submitted,
Roxanne Mueller
Treasurer

2026 MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY

This booklet is one of two on the table in the Narthex. Use the RED INK pens 

provided to  ADD or MAKE CHANGES to the information provided on the copies 

included on the pages included in the binder.

The DEADLINE for all additions and / or changes is Monday, December 1.

9.



10.

2025 REVITALIZATION TEAM: OCTOBER UPDATE

Here is the STATUS of our 2025 Revitalization Team Goals as of 10/15/25:

1. Rainbow House Domestic Abuse Services - GOAL OF $ 969.15 IS COMPLETED.

2. Rawhide Youth Home – GOAL OF $3,600 is COMPLETED AND SURPASSED, we 

are waiting until the floor is finished before cabinet installation can be finalized.

3. Camp David – GOAL OF $2,000 HAS BEEN ACHIEVED!

4. Marinette County Sheriff’s Office – GOAL OF $ 2,000 HAS NOT YET BEEN 

ACHIEVED, WE STILL NEED $1,350 IN DONATIONS in order to support two (2) 

Global Human Oppression Strike Teams. The Marinette County G.H.O.S.T. TEAMS 

will proactively combat Internet crimes Against Children (ICAC) and Human 

Trafficking (HT).

Two openings on the Board of Missional Life

There are 2 openings that need to be filled on the Board of Missional Life 

beginning in 2026. These are each for a 2 year term. In 2026 the Board will be 

meeting on a quarterly basis at 5 p.m., although time may be subject to change 

based on availability of Board members. Board duties include:

1. Distributing food pantry donations to Abundant Life Mission and/or Newcap

monthly.

2. Supporting our overseas missionaries.

3. Encouraging members to share the Gospel in word and deed with our fellow 

Faith members, friends, families and communities.

4. Sponsoring Friendship Sunday when members are encouraged to invite 

someone they know to worship at Faith.

5. Provide Bibles to Marinette County Jail inmates.

One of our newer projects will be to organize and coordinate a Cookie Walk in 

early November.

If you are interested in serving or have any questions please contact Jim Zill, Dan 

Everson or Pastor Jim.
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Hearts Overflowing
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FAITH LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL UPDATES

Hello everyone!

October has been full of endless fun!! We got to share our smiles for 

picture day, learn about trees with Ms. Anne from the community, 

explore Bergeson Farm pumpkin patch, and meet some firefighters. 

October is fire safety month so we practiced our monthly fire drill and 

checked the fire alarms in the school. The preschool teachers and 

students remind you to check your fire alarms at your house also!

The Bible lessons we learned this month were about Abraham and 

Sarah's promised son Isaac, Joseph and his relationship with his father 

and brothers, Moses' birth and how God kept him safe, and the 

Israelites crossing the Red Sea. All of these lessons show us the love 

God has for all. We don't always do things perfectly. Sarah laughed, 

Jacob played favorites, Moses questioned his abilities, and the 

Israelites complained. I can only speak for myself but I have done all of 

these things in my lifetime. Marianne and I are blessed to share God's 

love with the students here and prayerfully others in our community as 

we live our lives. We encourage the children to do the same through 

song and excitement throughout the day. Parents are always 

sharing about their children singing "Jesus loves me" or "My God is so 

Great." Soon we will be starting to practice for our Christmas Program. 

This is always a nervous event for teachers, but also a great joy for our 

students to share such great news with their family and friends. We are 

thankful for your prayers and support throughout our school year!
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A letter From our Concordia ‘Adopted’ Family The Brockmans 
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A letter From our Concordia ‘Adopted’ Family The Genzlers 
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A letter From our Concordia Adopted Family The Genzlers (con’t) 
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