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FAITH LUTHERAN LEADERSHIP

Preschool Director / Teacher : Kat Ehlers 
flpmarinette@gmail.com
715.732.9903
Assistant Teacher: Marianne Evancheck

President : Jim Zill
jzill@new.rr.com
907.654.0123

Vice-President : Keith Mueller 
keith.mueller1227@yahoo.com
920.621.0071 

Financial Secretary : Lori Okrasinski 
lori.okrasinski@gmail.com
715.927.6817

Secretary : Kelly Coan
kellycoan58@gmail.com
715.701.3374

Treasurer : Roxanne Mueller 
roxanne.mueller@yahoo.com
920.366.1362

FAITH LUTHERAN STAFF

Church Office: 
Admin assistant: Maggie Nygren and  Kayla 
Lokken
marinettefaithlutheran@gmail.com
715.735.6506
Church office hours for December
Monday – Thursday from 8:00am-2:00pm
Office Closed December 24-26 and 31- Jan 2

Officiant: Rev. James Krueger
revjfk@hotmail.com
989.293.5335
Pastor ‘office hours’ for December: 
Monday – Thursday from 8:00am – 1:00pm
These hours may be subject to change, so please 
call ahead if you would like to meet with Pastor.

INSIDE OUR LATEST ISSUE

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
SUNDAY

• Worship Service 9:00am
• Fellowship Time 10:15am
• Bible Study 10:30am (September-May)
• Sunday School 10:30am (September-May)

WEDNESDAY
• Mid Week Dinner 5:30 pm
• Mid Week Service 6:30pm
• Choir Practice 7:30pm  (December)

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
Christmas Eve 12/24 5:30pm and 9:00pm

Christmas Day 12/25 9:00 am

New Years Eve 12/31 6:30 pm
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A Message from Pastor Jim
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“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son …”

These words written by St. Paul in Galatians 4:4 describe the exact 
moment in time when God’s promises and prophecies in the Old Testament 
were fulfilled – the birth of Jesus. Do you remember the first promise and the 
prophecies?

First Promise … Genesis 3:15, “I will put enmity between you and 
the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; He shall bruise your 
head and you shall bruise His heel.” Jesus is the ‘offspring’ that crushed the 
head of Satan through the cross and won victory for us over the power of sin.

Prophecy … to King Ahaz the prophet Isaiah revealed a ‘sign’ from 
God in Isaiah 7:14, “Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel.” The 
virgin Mary was the mother of Jesus. “Immanuel” means “God with us” –a 
promise that bring just as much comfort today as it did to King Ahaz.

Prophecy … Micah 5:2, “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are 
too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one 
Who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient 
days.” The journey of Joseph and Mary ended in Bethlehem where “she gave 
birth to her firstborn son” (Luke 2:7). To the shepherds in the countryside the 
angel of the Lord said, “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11).

The words from Galatians 4 at the top were just the beginning. 
Listen to the rest of the account that describes ‘why’ God came to us in the 
person of Jesus – “… born under the Law to redeem those who were under the 
Law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.”

Through Jesus God the Father ‘redeemed’ us … ‘purchased’ us 
with the holy, precious blood of Jesus and with His innocent suffering and death 
that we might be His own and live under Him in His kingdom. “In the fullness of 
time” we were bought by God so that through faith in Jesus we would become 
“children of God” (John 1:12).

Praises to God as we worship, celebrate, and share the name of 
Jesus through whom God intervened in human history … through whom God 
offers forgiveness to all sinners … and through whom God will receive all the 
faithful to their eternal reward in heaven.
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THE SEASON OF ADVENT & MIDWEEK THEMES
The “Time of Christmas” begins with the season of Advent which is also the first season of 
each new church year.

The color for Advent is blue, which symbolizes anticipation and hope in our coming King. 
Violet can also be used during Advent as a symbol of our repentance in preparation for the 
coming King.

The “Gloria in Excelsis” is not sung in the divine services during the season of Advent. This is 
the angels’ song to the shepherds on the night of Jesus’ birth, and we pass over this 
Christmas “Hymn of Praise” in silent anticipation.

It has become common to use an Advent wreath to mark the passage of the season. This 
wreath has four candles – one for each Sunday in Advent. As the candles are lit in growing 
number of the four weeks, our anticipation mounts as we look forward to Jesus’ coming.

JOIN US ON THE FOLLOWING WEDNESDAYS IN DECEMBER AT 6:30PM:
December 3 – Midweek One “The Gift of HOPE” (Romans 5:3-4)

The account of Jesus during Advent is the account of the promised hope that come into the 
world. Galatians 4:4-5 states, "But when the set time had fully come, God sent His Son... to 
redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship". The season of 
Advent teaches us to prepare to receive Jesus, the HOPE of the world.

December 10 – Midweek Two “The Gift of LOVE” (1 John 4:10)

The ‘love’ of God for sinners is known and taught in the passage called “the gospel in a 
nutshell” – John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”

December 17 – Midweek Three “The Gift of PEACE” (John 14:27)

One of the earliest Bible passages that teaches about Jesus is the description of Him we all 
know from Isaiah 9:6, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall 
be upon His shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

*** Midweek Advent Meals begin at 5:30pm with clean up at 6:10pm 

*** Midweek Advent services begin with a seasonal ‘hymn-sing’ that begins at
6:20pm with the worship service starting at 6:30pm.

https://www.google.com/search?q=Galatians+4%3A4-5&sca_esv=cfc019d70576c3e0&sxsrf=AE3TifOCbuSq3tVewkaKX2kT4xGAcZpJUQ%3A1763513676449&ei=TBUdafeOG8uiptQPyPmC6Qg&ved=2ahUKEwj22OPMgP2QAxVitokEHbgnKx4QgK4QegQIAhAC&uact=5&oq=in+the+fullness+of+time+God+sent+niv&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiJGluIHRoZSBmdWxsbmVzcyBvZiB0aW1lIEdvZCBzZW50IG5pdjIFECEYoAFI2kRQ4AVY0UNwAngBkAEEmAHiAaABjzGqAQczOC4yMS4yuAEDyAEA-&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfBLrHYK2zrJJaWaK1VBN9XsFUiVni5va5-JskqeuxCUOpg3f0YoXRY_fDulOSiCLZU8fpGE0UHbjLh1CrF_A48Qez8tc6XXLR89Swvx9xD5xeRpgXs9hicsUF8ErRRLDSKCKd37_bUngm_AcsBJsOg8_toOygm-8R5jvw1QvvTf7H2WokzUJaWV0FYJ4J_nRSwfrB_a5j-DFTXpmT7U1qlxCczrYnIX-y5y97Qh4FQrLZZZkPL3sMg4yrwzYsUnHYASr73-tb3X6FYstPMQlZM6&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Galatians+4%3A4-5&sca_esv=cfc019d70576c3e0&sxsrf=AE3TifOCbuSq3tVewkaKX2kT4xGAcZpJUQ%3A1763513676449&ei=TBUdafeOG8uiptQPyPmC6Qg&ved=2ahUKEwj22OPMgP2QAxVitokEHbgnKx4QgK4QegQIAhAC&uact=5&oq=in+the+fullness+of+time+God+sent+niv&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiJGluIHRoZSBmdWxsbmVzcyBvZiB0aW1lIEdvZCBzZW50IG5pdjIFECEYoAFI2kRQ4AVY0UNwAngBkAEEmAHiAaABjzGqAQczOC4yMS4yuAEDyAEA-&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfBLrHYK2zrJJaWaK1VBN9XsFUiVni5va5-JskqeuxCUOpg3f0YoXRY_fDulOSiCLZU8fpGE0UHbjLh1CrF_A48Qez8tc6XXLR89Swvx9xD5xeRpgXs9hicsUF8ErRRLDSKCKd37_bUngm_AcsBJsOg8_toOygm-8R5jvw1QvvTf7H2WokzUJaWV0FYJ4J_nRSwfrB_a5j-DFTXpmT7U1qlxCczrYnIX-y5y97Qh4FQrLZZZkPL3sMg4yrwzYsUnHYASr73-tb3X6FYstPMQlZM6&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Galatians+4%3A4-5&sca_esv=cfc019d70576c3e0&sxsrf=AE3TifOCbuSq3tVewkaKX2kT4xGAcZpJUQ%3A1763513676449&ei=TBUdafeOG8uiptQPyPmC6Qg&ved=2ahUKEwj22OPMgP2QAxVitokEHbgnKx4QgK4QegQIAhAC&uact=5&oq=in+the+fullness+of+time+God+sent+niv&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiJGluIHRoZSBmdWxsbmVzcyBvZiB0aW1lIEdvZCBzZW50IG5pdjIFECEYoAFI2kRQ4AVY0UNwAngBkAEEmAHiAaABjzGqAQczOC4yMS4yuAEDyAEA-&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfBLrHYK2zrJJaWaK1VBN9XsFUiVni5va5-JskqeuxCUOpg3f0YoXRY_fDulOSiCLZU8fpGE0UHbjLh1CrF_A48Qez8tc6XXLR89Swvx9xD5xeRpgXs9hicsUF8ErRRLDSKCKd37_bUngm_AcsBJsOg8_toOygm-8R5jvw1QvvTf7H2WokzUJaWV0FYJ4J_nRSwfrB_a5j-DFTXpmT7U1qlxCczrYnIX-y5y97Qh4FQrLZZZkPL3sMg4yrwzYsUnHYASr73-tb3X6FYstPMQlZM6&csui=3


LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF CELEBRATES 80 
YEARS OF CARING AND SHARING
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LWR was founded in the aftermath of WWII. By the end of 1944, 
Europe was enveloped by a tremendous displacement crisis as the 
war marched on. In response to this desperate situation, members 
fasted during the Lenten season and collected the funds they saved 
in an offering to meet the needs of displaced Europeans including: 
food, clothing and quilts. By the end of the 1940’s, LWR was also 
sending relief aid to those affected by conflicts in Palestine, Hong 
Kong, Korea, and Bangladesh.

In the 1950’s, LWR was called again to respond to the suffering of 
war, establishing 140 feeding centers and distributed 31,000 meals a 
day across Korea in the aftermath of the Korean War.

In the 1960’s, LWR convened evangelical churches across the U.S. to 
send food and clothing to Vietnam during that war. The work 
broadened extensively with President John F. Kennedy’s “Food for 
Peace” committee to get food to some of the world’s poorest 
communities.

In the 1970’s (after the Vietnam War), LWR continued moving in its 
mission, working with the U.S. government to build the  national 
resettlement program which welcomed refugees fleeing conflict in 
places like Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos. LWR began relationships 
with farming cooperatives to increase rural incomes and food 
security in the developing world. In 1979, LWR opened its first 
regional office in Peru.

During the 1980’s-1990’s, LWR responded to the African famine by 
shipping over 5,000 tons of wheat to northern Ethiopia and opened a 
regional office in West Africa. LWR became the first faith-based 
organization to receive the Presidential End Hunger award.

Since the year 2000, LWR has increased its emphasis in the area of 
agriculture and responded to major natural disasters and 
humanitarian crises around the world. As of 2023, LWR maintains 
ongoing operations in 29 countries in Central/South America, Arica, 
the Middle East, Asia, and Oceania.
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2025 REVITALIZATION TEAM: DECEMBER UPDATE

As of November 12, 2025, all of the Faith Lutheran Church Revitalization Team
Goals that were adopted by the congregation earlier this year have been
completed. Here is a list of the donations received from members of the the
community and the congregation this year.

1. $4,040 for the Rawhide Youth Home in Marinette, WI to refurbish /
replace cabinets, countertops and add an island to the kitchen - (Liaison:
Sharon Starks)
.
2. $2,000 for The Marinette County Sheriff’s Office to support two (2) Global
Human Oppression Strike Teams (G.H.O.S.T.) to proactively combat
Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) and Human Trafficking (HT) - (
Liaisons: Jim &amp; Lois Zill).

3. $2,300 for Camp Daniel in Athelstane, WI to purchase a commercial grade
clothes washer and dryer - (Liaison: Pastor Krueger).
An additional $1,300 for Camp Daniel was also given by an anonymous
donor from the congregation to purchase software for their digital sign
system and a silk screen printer used to make items sold in their Gift
Shop.

4. $1,000 for Rainbow House Domestic Abuse Services, Inc. in Marinette
and Oconto to purchase 5 sets of Cleaning &amp; Household Product Kits -
(Liaison: Kelly Coan).

On Sunday, October 26th , a check for $3,600 was presented to Tony and Jo 
Piantine, from Camp Daniel, after the worship service.

In early November we received a donation of $1,350 from an anonymous doner 
in the congregation for the Marinette County Sheriffs Office “G.H.O.S.T. Strike 
Team” project.  We will be scheduling a check presentation with a representative 
from The Marinette County Sheriff’s Office in the near future.
Praise be to God from whom all blessings flow!

Respectfully Submitted by Jim Zill
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BECOMING AN “ELDER”

Some individuals in the past have thought that they need to be able to conduct a service
or deliver a sermon in those “emergency” situations that arise now and then – we are
all good at something but not all good at the same things which, again, is why we work
together as a team to accomplish what needs to be done! In the past months you’ve
heard or read about the “Elder Assistant” that we have been promoting and this is
another excellent path to learning what it is we do on Sunday’s. If you have an interest
or just a question or two, please contact any one of us as we are always there to assist.
There is currently one open position on the board and I know there are more than a few
men in our congregation more than capable of “doing what we do”. Being an elder is a
very rewarding experience allowing each member to work closely with the Pastor and
members of the congregation to maintain a happy, healthy, and very spiritual church life
here at Faith.

In HIS service,
The members of the Board of Elders

Have you ever thought about becoming an “Elder” here at Faith? or what is required of
an elder? how much time does it take up? Well let me help with some of the questions
or “misconceptions”. First of all, you do NOT need to be asked to be a member of the
Board of Elders – though every new member must be approved by the existing board
members per our Constitution here at Faith. If becoming an elder is something you
have thought about or want more information about, you can talk with any one of the
existing members or simply check the box on your Time and Talents sheet later this
year. Second, not everyone is made the same way so while some are better at certain
aspects of the responsibilities, others may be better at other aspects – we all work
together to ensure that the spiritual needs of the congregation are met.
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October 2025 Year-to-Date Financial Summary :
Financial Summary
October 2025 Year-to-Date Numbers:
Offerings for Operations $183,096
Operating Expenses $176,821
Interest Income $ 1,085
Net Income from Operations $ 7,360
Offerings for missions and community outreach projects thru 10-31-25 totaled $29,538 (over and above
the offerings for operations)
Praying God will bless us in order that we may fulfill His calling for each of us as we grow in Christ’s love
and the word, so that we may share Christ’s love with the world. May God continue to bless our time,
talents, and treasures as we serve Him, our church, our members, and our community outreach
ministries throughout 2025.
2 Corinthians 9:7-8 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so
that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.

Respectfully submitted,
Roxanne Mueller
Treasurer

.
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A message from the Board of Property.....

We wish to extend a heartfelt "thank you" to Joel Cain, 
Al Marquardt, Dave Kielcheski and Kevin Charlesworth 
for all of their help in cutting down, cleaning up and 
hauling away the dead trees behind the garage.

Also, "thanks" to Jeff Starks for clearing out the 
opening and extending the path in the woods where 
grass and leaves are dumped.

It's all very much appreciated.
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The Prayer Chain

You may be wondering what a prayer chain is and what its purpose is. Here at Faith 
Lutheran, it is a group of members linked together to provide spiritual support by praying
for the needs of others in a coordinated way. In this way a greater number of people pray 
for a specific request, amplifying the power of prayer through unity and community
support and offering comfort to those who are struggling. God’s Word commands us to 
pray and God hears our prayers as said in 1John 5:14 - And this is the confidence that 
we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. We are to 
pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17). We are not anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 
to God. (Philippians 4:6)  How does the prayer chain work? Anyone wanting the Prayer 
Chain to pray for them or for extended family, friends or acquaintances need only contact, 
me, Kelly Coan, via email, phone message or note in my church mailbox, 136. I would 
appreciate as much advance notice of a prayer request as possible. I cannot promise to 
write and send a prayer immediately. Provide me with your name and who and what you 
would like the Prayer Chain members to pray for. I share with the Prayer Chain all that 
you share with me. It is best to be open about specific needs, but I understand there is 
sensitive information. Please do not share any sensitive information. The members of the 
prayer chain then pray as you requested. I respectfully ask that you update me on your 
needs and outcomes so that I can communicate them back to the Prayer Chain. We all 
like to hear about how prayer was answered. Our prayer chain currently has about thirty-
five members. Anyone interested in joining our group please also contact me and I will be 
happy to add your name to the email list. If you would like to be a part of the prayer chain 
and do not have email, I will give you a call, or if the prayer is well in advance, I will place 
a copy of it in your church mailbox. Kelly Coan

LWML Bible Study and Meeting
Mark your Calendars for Tuesday December 9th Marilyn Theel is leading a 
Bible Study from the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly titled “Sharing our gifts 
as we work for the Lord.” by Karlov Koehler.  All the ladies from Faith 
Lutheran are welcome to attend.  You can bring a lunch too!
The Noon Bible Study will be followed by a 1:00 meeting  where we will 
have elections for Vice President and Treasurer.  We will also plan 2026 
meetings. 
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Faith Lutheran has a  Loaves & Fishes group.  Our members are active in seeking to serve 
their scriptural calling of being ministers of mercy in our Church.  

It all started back in 2007 when a member family had a tragedy and a family member was 
overheard to say that our church “didn’t even offer to help”.  Clearly this was not very 
Christian on the part of our church who should have been the first to offer them assistance.  
So, Loaves and Fishes was started.  

We’re a small group of volunteers who started off making meals for families in need—
people returning from the hospital, mom’s just home with a new baby, or simple someone 
in need of help cooking for one reason or another.  We do our best to keep our members 
fed.  We’ve branched out a bit and now offer rides to appointments and help with small 
jobs, but still our primary task is making meals to those who would appreciate the help.

So, please keep us in mind and if you know of a member needing this type of service, 
please let us know. We’d be sad to find out we missed someone who needed our help and 
we weren’t aware of it.   You can let Pastor know of the need, call the church office and let 
Maggie or Kayla know of the need, or tell me, Kelly Coan.

And, if you’d like to join our small group, please let me know that too!  We’d love to 
increase our size.  No one is ever pressured to make a meal or to drive someone to an 
appointment, it is all on a “volunteer if you can basis” at the time of need.  An email is sent 
out informing our group of the need and members reply if they can help.  Sometimes its 
just a simple sharing of your meal with one of our members that is required, not a full meal 
for an entire family.  Too, if you do the cooking I can have the meal delivered for you.  
We’re a very flexible group.

THANK YOU to all our Loaves & Fishes volunteers!  You know who you are and I love and 
appreciate each and every one of you. Together, in loving service, we serve our church 
family, and you’re all great cooks from what I hear.  Thank you and may our Lord and Savior 
continue to bless and keep you!

Kelly 
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FAITH LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL UPDATES
As we enter this joyful season, Faith Lutheran Preschool is excited to look ahead to a
wonderful month of learning, celebration, and sharing the love of Jesus. December is always a
special time for our students as we prepare our hearts for Christmas and enjoy activities that
help us grow together as a school family. One of our biggest events this month is our
Christmas Program, which we are blessed to be presenting together with the Sunday School
children on December 21st at 9:00 AM. Our preschoolers have already begun practicing their
songs and actions, and we look forward to sharing the Good News of Christ’s birth with the
congregation, families, and friends. Please mark your calendars—we would love to see you
there! As we prepare for upcoming projects and classroom activities, we are also sharing a
Preschool Wishlist for anyone who would like to bless our program with donated items. These
gifts help us enrich our classroom, support hands-on learning, and keep our materials fresh
and engaging for our students. Thank you for your continued support, prayers, and
partnership. We are grateful for each of you and wish you and your family a blessed Advent
season!
Preschool Wish List

Snacks (Non-Perishable)         Office Supplies
 Goldfish crackers - White Printer paper
 Pretzels - HP 962XL 962 for HP OfficeJet Pro 9015e
 Animal crackers - Scotch tape holder
 Graham crackers - Scotch tape
 Fruit snacks - Black Sharpies (permanent marker)
 Applesauce pouches or cups - Highlighters
 Ritz crackers or saltines - Paper Plates (for snacks and projects)
 Veggie straws - Laminator Sheets (9 x 11.5-inch)
 Granola bars
 Fruit in 100% fruit juice
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FAITH LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL UPDATES
Happy Thanksgiving from 
the preschool students, 
Ms. Marianne and Ms. 
Kat!! We are thankful for 
your continued support 
and loving care!! We made 
these into Thanksgiving 
placemats. 



14

A letter From our Concordia ‘Adopted’ Family The Genzlers 
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A letter From our Concordia Adopted Family The Genzlers (con’t) 
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