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FAITH LUTHERAN LEADERSHIP CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

Christmas Eve 12/24 5:30pm and 9:00pm
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izill@new.rr.com Christmas Day 12/25 9:00 am
907.654.0123
Vice-President : Keith Mueller New vears Eve 12/31 >0 pm
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* Sunday School 10:30am (September-May)
Secretary : Kelly Coan
kellycoanb58@gmail.com
715.701.3374 WEDNESDAY

* Mid Week Dinner 5:30 pm

Treasurer : Roxanne Mueller « Mid Week Service 6:30pm
roxanne.mueller@yahoo.com + Choir Practice 7:30pm (December)

920.366.1362

"As we GROW in Christ's Love and the Word, we will SHARE Christ's Love with the Warld.
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A Message from Pastor Jim

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son ...”

These words written by St. Paul in Galatians 4:4 describe the exact
moment in time when God'’s promises and prophecies in the Old Testament
were fulfilled — the birth of Jesus. Do you remember the first promise and the
prophecies?

First Promise ... Genesis 3:15, “I will put enmity between you and
the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; He shall bruise your
head and you shall bruise His heel.” Jesus is the ‘offspring’ that crushed the
head of Satan through the cross and won victory for us over the power of sin.

Prophecy ... to King Ahaz the prophet Isaiah revealed a ‘sign’ from
God in Isaiah 7:14, “Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel.” The
virgin Mary was the mother of Jesus. “Immanuel” means “God with us” —a
promise that bring just as much comfort today as it did to King Ahaz.

Prophecy ... Micah 5:2, “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are
too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one
Who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient
days.” The journey of Joseph and Mary ended in Bethlehem where “she gave
birth to her firstborn son” (Luke 2:7). To the shepherds in the countryside the
angel of the Lord said, “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11).

The words from Galatians 4 at the top were just the beginning.
Listen to the rest of the account that describes ‘why’ God came to us in the
person of Jesus — “... born under the Law to redeem those who were under the
Law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.”

Through Jesus God the Father ‘redeemed’ us ... ‘purchased’ us
with the holy, precious blood of Jesus and with His innocent suffering and death
that we might be His own and live under Him in His kingdom. “In the fullness of
time” we were bought by God so that through faith in Jesus we would become
“children of God” (John 1:12).

Praises to God as we worship, celebrate, and share the name of
Jesus through whom God intervened in human history ... through whom God
offers forgiveness to all sinners ... and through whom God will receive all the
faithful to their eternal reward in heaven.

"As we GROW in Christ's Love and the Word, we will SHARE Christ's Love with the World."



THE SEASON OF ADVENT & MIDWEEK THEMES

The “Time of Christmas” begins with the season of Advent which is also the first season of
each new church year.

The color for Advent is blue, which symbolizes anticipation and hope in our coming King.
Violet can also be used during Advent as a symbol of our repentance in preparation for the
coming King.

The “Gloria in Excelsis” is not sung in the divine services during the season of Advent. This is
the angels’ song to the shepherds on the night of Jesus’ birth, and we pass over this
Christmas “Hymn of Praise” in silent anticipation.

It has become common to use an Advent wreath to mark the passage of the season. This
wreath has four candles - one for each Sunday in Advent. As the candles are litin growing
number of the four weeks, our anticipation mounts as we look forward to Jesus’ coming.

JOIN US ON THE FOLLOWING WEDNESDAYS IN DECEMBER AT 6:30PM:
December 3 - Midweek One “The Gift of HOPE”’ (Romans 5:3-4)

The account of Jesus during Advent is the account of the promised hope that come into the
world. Galatians 4:4-5 states, "But when the set time had fully come, God sent His Son... to
redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship". The season of
Advent teaches us to prepare to receive Jesus, the HOPE of the world.

December 10 - Midweek Two “The Gift of LOVE” (1 John 4:10)

The ‘love’ of God for sinners is known and taught in the passage called “the gospelin a
nutshell” - John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”

December 17 - Midweek Three “The Gift of PEACE” (John 14:27)

One of the earliest Bible passages that teaches about Jesus is the description of Him we all
know from Isaiah 9:6, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall
be upon His shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

*** Midweek Advent Meals begin at 5:30pm with clean up at 6:10pm

*** Midweek Advent services begin with a seasonal ‘hymn-sing’ that begins at
6:20pm with the worship service starting at 6:30pm.

"As we GROW in Christ's Love and the Word, we will SHARE Christ's Love with the World."
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF CELEBRATES 80

YEARS OF CARING AND SHARING

LWR was founded in the aftermath of WWII. By the end of 1944,
Europe was enveloped by a tremendous displacement crisis as the
war marched on. In response to this desperate situation, members
fasted during the Lenten season and collected the funds they saved
in an offering to meet the needs of displaced Europeans including:
food, clothing and quilts. By the end of the 1940’s, LWR was also
sending relief aid to those affected by conflicts in Palestine, Hong
Kong, Korea, and Bangladesh.

In the 1950’s, LWR was called again to respond to the suffering of
war, establishing 140 feeding centers and distributed 31,000 meals a
day across Korea in the aftermath of the Korean War.

In the 1960’s, LWR convened evangelical churches across the U.S. to
send food and clothing to Vietnham during that war. The work
broadened extensively with President John F. Kennedy’s “Food for
Peace” committee to get food to some of the world’s poorest
communities.

In the 1970’s (after the Vietnam War), LWR continued moving in its
mission, working with the U.S. government to build the national
resettlement program which welcomed refugees fleeing conflict in
places like Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos. LWR began relationships
with farming cooperatives to increase rural incomes and food
security in the developing world. In 1979, LWR opened its first
regional office in Peru.

During the 1980's-1990’s, LWR responded to the African famine by
shipping over 5,000 tons of wheat to northern Ethiopia and opened a
regional office in West Africa. LWR became the first faith-based
organization to receive the Presidential End Hunger award.

Since the year 2000, LWR has increased its emphasis in the area of
agriculture and responded to major natural disasters and
humanitarian crises around the world. As of 2023, LWR maintains
ongoing operations in 29 countries in Central/South America, Arica,
the Middle East, Asia, and Oceania.

"As we GROW in Christ's Love and the Word, we will SHARE Christ's Love with the World."



2025 REVITALIZATION TEAM: DECEMBER UPDATE

As of November 12, 2025, all of the Faith Lutheran Church Revitalization Team
Goals that were adopted by the congregation earlier this year have been
completed. Here is a list of the donations received from members of the the
community and the congregation this year.

1. $4,040 for the Rawhide Youth Home in Marinette, WI to refurbish /
replace cabinets, countertops and add an island to the kitchen - (Liaison:
Sharon Starks)

2. $2,000 for The Marinette County Sheriff's Office to support two (2) Global
Human Oppression Strike Teams (G.H.O.S.T.) to proactively combat
Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) and Human Trafficking (HT) - (
Liaisons: Jim &amp; Lois Zill).

3. $2,300 for Camp Daniel in Athelstane, WI to purchase a commercial grade
clothes washer and dryer - (Liaison: Pastor Krueger).

An additional $1,300 for Camp Daniel was also given by an anonymous
donor from the congregation to purchase software for their digital sign
system and a silk screen printer used to make items sold in their Gift

Shop.

4. $1,000 for Rainbow House Domestic Abuse Services, Inc. in Marinette
and Oconto to purchase 5 sets of Cleaning &amp; Household Product Kits -
(Liaison: Kelly Coan).

On Sunday, October 26th , a check for $3,600 was presented to Tony and Jo
Piantine, from Camp Daniel, after the worship service.

In early November we received a donation of $1,350 from an anonymous doner
in the congregation for the Marinette County Sheriffs Office “G.H.O.S.T. Strike
Team” project. We will be scheduling a check presentation with a representative
from The Marinette County Sheriff's Office in the near future.

Praise be to God from whom all blessings flow!

Respectfully Submitted by Jim Zil G G A
AL

"As we GROW in Christ's Love and the Word, we will SHARE Christ's Love with the World."
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Marinette Faith Lutheran
Community Blood Drive

4009 Irving St

Monday, December 15, 2025
11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Appointments preferred. Contact Jacquie Voeks or call 1-800-RED CROSS
(1-800-733-2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter Sponsor Code: MFL

Give a gift, get a gift! Give blood 12/8-18 & get a $15
Amazon Gift Card by email! reblood.org/gifts

Schedule your blood donation appointment today!
1-800-RED CROSS | RedCrossBlood.org | Download the Blood Donor App
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BECOMING AN “ELDER”

Have you ever thought about becoming an “"Elder” here at Faith? or what is required of
an elder? how much time does it take up? Well let me help with some of the questions
or "misconceptions”. First of all, you do NOT need to be asked to be a member of the
Board of Elders - though every new member must be approved by the existing board
members per our Constitution here at Faith. If becoming an elder is something you
have thought about or want more information about, you can talk with any one of the
existing members or simply check the box on your Time and Talents sheet later this
year. Second, not everyone is made the same way so while some are better at certain
aspects of the responsibilities, others may be better at other aspects - we all work
together to ensure that the spiritual needs of the congregation are met.

W

Y
The Leadership of The Church

Some individuals in the past have thought that they need to be able to conduct a service
or deliver a sermon in those “emergency” situations that arise now and then - we are
all good at something but not all good at the same things which, again, is why we work
together as a team to accomplish what needs to be done! In the past months you've
heard or read about the "Elder Assistant” that we have been promoting and this is
another excellent path to learning what it is we do on Sunday's. If you have an interest
or just a question or two, please contact any one of us as we are always there to assist.
There is currently one open position on the board and | know there are more than a few
men in our congregation more than capable of "doing what we do”. Being an elder is a
very rewarding experience allowing each member to work closely with the Pastor and
members of the congregation to maintain a happy, healthy, and very spiritual church life
here at Faith.

In HIS service,
The members of the Board of Elders

"As we GROW in Christ's Love and the Word, we will SHARE Christ's Love with the World."



October 2025 Year-to-Date Financial Summary :
Financial Summary
October 2025 Year-to-Date Numbers:
Offerings for Operations $183,096
Operating Expenses $176,821
Interest Income $ 1,085
Net Income from Operations $ 7,360
Offerings for missions and community outreach projects thru 10-31-25 totaled $29,538 (over and above
the offerings for operations)
Praying God will bless us in order that we may fulfill His calling for each of us as we grow in Christ’s love
and the word, so that we may share Christ’s love with the world. May God continue to bless our time,
talents, and treasures as we serve Him, our church, our members, and our community outreach
ministries throughout 2025.
2 Corinthians 9:7-8 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so
thatin all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.
Respectfully submitted,
Roxanne Mueller
Treasurer

Al Marquardt, Dave Kielcheski and Kevin Charlesworth
for all of their help in cutting down, cleaning up and
hauling away the dead trees behind the garage.

Also, "thanks" to Jeff Starks for clearing out the
" opening and extending the path in the woods where
grass and leaves are dumped.

It's all very much appreciated.

"As we GROW in Christ's Love and the Word, we will SHARE Christ's Love with the World."



The Prayer Chain

You may be wondering what a prayer chain is and what its purpose is. Here at Faith
Lutheran, it is a group of members linked together to provide spiritual support by praying
for the needs of others in a coordinated way. In this way a greater number of people pray
for a specific request, amplifying the power of prayer through unity and community
support and offering comfort to those who are struggling. God’s Word commands us to
pray and God hears our prayers as said in 1John 5:14 - And this is the confidence that
we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. We are to
pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17). We are not anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known
to God. (Philippians 4:6) How does the prayer chain work? Anyone wanting the Prayer
Chain to pray for them or for extended family, friends or acquaintances need only contact,
me, Kelly Coan, via email, phone message or note in my church mailbox, 136. | would
appreciate as much advance notice of a prayer request as possible. | cannot promise to
write and send a prayer immediately. Provide me with your name and who and what you
would like the Prayer Chain members to pray for. | share with the Prayer Chain all that
you share with me. It is best to be open about specific needs, but | understand there is
sensitive information. Please do not share any sensitive information. The members of the
prayer chain then pray as you requested. | respectfully ask that you update me on your
needs and outcomes so that | can communicate them back to the Prayer Chain. We all
like to hear about how prayer was answered. Our prayer chain currently has about thirty-
five members. Anyone interested in joining our group please also contact me and | will be
happy to add your name to the email list. If you would like to be a part of the prayer chain
and do not have email, | will give you a call, or if the prayer is well in advance, | will place
a copy of it in your church mailbox. Kelly Coan

LWML Bible Study and Meeting

Mark your Calendars for Tuesday December 9t Marilyn Theel is leading a
Bible Study from the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly titled “Sharing our gifts
as we work for the Lord.” by Karlov Koehler. All the ladies from Faith
Lutheran are welcome to attend. You can bring a lunch too!

The Noon Bible Study will be followed by a 1:00 meeting where we will
have elections for Vice President and Treasurer. We will also plan 2026
meetings.

"As we GROW in Christ's Love and the Word, we will SHARE Christ's Love with the World."
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[oaves * Fishes

OUTREACH MINISTRY

Faith Lutheran has a Loaves & Fishes group. Our members are active in seeking to serve
their scriptural calling of being ministers of mercy in our Church.

It all started back in 2007 when a member family had a tragedy and a family member was
overheard to say that our church “didn’t even offer to help”. Clearly this was not very

Christian on the part of our church who should have been the first to offer them assistance.

So, Loaves and Fishes was started.

We’re a small group of volunteers who started off making meals for families in need—
people returning from the hospital, mom’s just home with a new baby, or simple someone
in need of help cooking for one reason or another. We do our best to keep our members
fed. We'’ve branched out a bit and now offer rides to appointments and help with small
jobs, but still our primary task is making meals to those who would appreciate the help.

So, please keep us in mind and if you know of a member needing this type of service,
please let us know. We’d be sad to find out we missed someone who needed our help and
we weren’t aware of it. You can let Pastor know of the need, call the church office and let
Maggie or Kayla know of the need, or tell me, Kelly Coan.

And, if you'd like to join our small group, please let me know that too! We'd love to
increase our size. No one is ever pressured to make a meal or to drive someone to an
appointment, it is all on a “volunteer if you can basis” at the time of need. An email is sent
out informing our group of the need and members reply if they can help. Sometimes its
just a simple sharing of your meal with one of our members that is required, not a full meal
for an entire family. Too, if you do the cooking | can have the meal delivered for you.

We’'re a very flexible group.

THANK YOU to all our Loaves & Fishes volunteers! You know who you are and | love and
appreciate each and every one of you. Together, in loving service, we serve our church
family, and you’re all great cooks from what | hear. Thank you and may our Lord and Savior
continue to bless and keep you!

Kelly

"As we GROW in Christ's Love and the Word, we will SHARE Christ's Love with the World."



FAITH LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL UPDATES

As we enter this joyful season, Faith Lutheran Preschool is excited to look ahead to a
wonderful month of learning, celebration, and sharing the love of Jesus. December is always a
special time for our students as we prepare our hearts for Christmas and enjoy activities that
help us grow together as a school family. One of our biggest events this month is our
Christmas Program, which we are blessed to be presenting together with the Sunday School
children on December 21st at 9:00 AM. Our preschoolers have already begun practicing their
songs and actions, and we look forward to sharing the Good News of Christ’s birth with the
congregation, families, and friends. Please mark your calendars—we would love to see you
there! As we prepare for upcoming projects and classroom activities, we are also sharing a
Preschool Wishlist for anyone who would like to bless our program with donated items. These
gifts help us enrich our classroom, support hands-on learning, and keep our materials fresh
and engaging for our students. Thank you for your continued support, prayers, and
partnership. We are grateful for each of you and wish you and your family a blessed Advent
season!

Preschool Wish List

Snacks (Non-Perishable) Office Supplies

1 Goldfish crackers - White Printer paper

1 Pretzels - HP 962XL 962 for HP OfficeJet Pro 9015e
*J Animal crackers - Scotch tape holder

"1 Graham crackers - Scotch tape

1 Fruit snacks - Black Sharpies (permanent marker)

"1 Applesauce pouches or cups - Highlighters

1 Ritz crackers or saltines - Paper Plates (for snacks and projects)

1 Veggie straws - Laminator Sheets (9 x 11.5-inch)

[] Granola bars
1 Fruit in 100% fruit juice

"As we GROW in Christ's Love and the Word, we will SHARE Christ's Love with the World."
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FAITH LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL UPDATES

Happy Thanksgiving from
the preschool students,
Ms. Marianne and Ms.
Kat!! We are thankful for ;
your continued support This isn’t just a turkey,
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A very happy Thanksgiving Day! A very happy Thanksgiving Day! |
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' A very happy Thanksgiving Day!

"As we GROW in Christ's Love and the Word, we will SHARE Christ's Love with the World." 13



A letter From our Concordia ‘Adopted’ Family The Genzlers

Genszlers

November 12, 2025

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Thanksgiving Greetings!

The weather has finally begun to cool down, which means this Wisconsin family is feeling more
comfortable going outside and exploring God's wonderful Creation. What a blessing of Our Lord!

Barbara has had a few teeth pop through, so she is
well on her way to eating regular food. Kathryn has
begun learning how to write; in fact, she wrote a letter
to her grandparents and mailed it! Both children
continue to grow and learn (and even teach their
parents about God's patience He has with us, His
children)!

Classes continue! We have a major project with

Reformation class where we create a large research
paper based on an aspect Luther describes in his
writings. With my background as a Lutheran high school teacher, | thought it would be interesting to
engage the Reformer's thoughts on education. Though the educational system was quite different
from our current one in the United States, there are surprising connections.

Old Testament is engaged with the prophets at the moment, and we'll be diving into a deep study of
Isaiah’s Vineyard Song (5:1-7). Hebrew was an important prerequisite, and it is wonderful to engage
the text as it was written all those years ago.

Pauline Epistles class is tackling Galatians and Ephesians as we look into the intricacies of the Greek
language and the problems it can present for native English speakers. While the doctrine remains
intact, our understanding takes some time with English's shortcomings.

Systematics went through a lengthy unit about Creation and grounding the Christian's understanding
of our faith in the concept that God reveals Himself firstly as Creator. This has interesting ramifications
as you pull on the thread, but what a wonderful God we have who has created us and continues to
create for and to sustain us!

Worship and the Word has been focused on shaping us as pastors in the parish, particularly with the
background of why we do specific things on Sunday. We have had to create a basic Sermon Series, we
have to write a sermon for an occasion (church or civic), and we will eventually create an Annotated
Divine Service, complete with readings, hymns, and all other pieces. We have explored early church
practices to see what small things we can bring into our persenal practice in worship as pastors, which
has been enlightening.

"As we GROW in Christ's Love and the Word, we will SHARE Christ's Love with the World."



A letter From our Concordia Adopted Family The Genzlers (con’t)

As we getinto the colder weather, we will be visiting with my parents for Thanksgiving, including
cutting down a Christmas tree and getting their place gussied up for the Christmas season. For the
Advent season, I've been asked by my Residential Field Experience {RFE) church to give a Wednesday
evening sermon and an Advent IV Sunday sermon. | will also
be providing music with my guitar and voice throughout
Advent and at our Christmas Eve service. We will be headed
back to my parents’ house the day after Christmas.

This is a part of a pastor's life that has a learning curve:
holidays are not always about spending time with extended
family on the holiday itself. This became apparent to me
early in life when my grandfather would arrive back on
Christmas morning having given a service and collapsing on
the living room floor for a post-church nap. One year, my
grandmother had given us a new camping tent, and we set it up in the living room as he napped. When
he awoke, voila! A 3-person, L.L. Bean tent had grown in his house, What a miracle!

In January, I will have an intense two-week course on Pastoral Leadership, exploring the intricacies of
a pastor’s role in the church. Is he an administrator, a member of a larger team, or some variation? We
will learn in this class.

The Spring will bring a new batch of classes that | will describe in my next letter, but Call Day is
scheduled for April 28. We have a countdown in our kitchen for this; 170 days (roughly) from today! We
are very excited to see where God will send me (and us) to serve His people (temporarily though it will
be).

As we gather closer together in the upcoming holiday
season, we are constantly reminded of the generosity
of all the saints, yourselves most assuredly included.
We would be in dire straits if you were not here to
support us as we answer God's call. Though | have no
doubt the Lord would have seen us through somehow,
lam certain that you are no less than His hands in the
present time, raising up this man to become a pastor.

From our home and our hearts, thank you!

God's Blessings to you this day, this season, and in every season as we stretch toward the goal which
He has in store for you and us.

In Christ,

Db

Chris, Bethie, Katiffyn, Barbara Genszler

"As we GROW in Christ's Love and the Word, we will SHARE Christ's Love with the World." 15
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CHRONICLES

Greetings in Christ,

This month flew by! Steve again had the opportunity to preach a few services, including on
Reformation Sunday! That was a busy weekend for everyone with our church Fall Festival on
Saturday and Confirmation for our students in two services on Sunday morning and afternoon!
Steve also lead his first solo service at Immanuel during the 5pm service that weekend. Lori and
the boys got in on the action with our law enforcement trunk for the trunk N treat event during the
fall festival. (Below, Steve and Lori wearing uniforms from Steve's time as a reserve deputy!) Lori
also sang with the Immanuel-5t. Charles choir on Sunday! Lori and David were both involved in
the seminary Reformation concert that weekend as well.

Lori is well into her second quarter teaching at Immanuel-Olivette. Timmy distinguished himself
with a Silver GPA award for his hard work during first quarter. He also enjoyed playing in a
weekend youth soccer program on campus at the seminary this month. David had a new first this
month: a first job! He is working at a great burger restaurant called Hi-Pointe just down the street
from the seminary along with some of the other seminary youth. We're proud of him for working
hard and trying something new! David started helping with sound for church services and Timmy
continues to acolyte.

Please keep the students and families of both seminaries in your prayers as many will be
traveling for Thanksgiving with their families. In this season of Thanksgiving, we are especially
thankful for the prayers and/or support you have given during this time of learning for the whole
family. We appreciate you all!

*Give thanks to the
Lord, for he is good, j‘
for his steadfast love

endures forever.”
-Psalm 136:1

Peace and Love in
Christ,

The Steingrabers
801 Seminary Place
St. Louis MO 63105

steingrabers@csl.edu ===

"As we GROW in Christ's Love and the Word, we will SHARE Christ's Love with the World."
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Above: We were blessed to be able to see God's
amazing creation in view when we saw the
Maorthern Lights from our back porchl

Right: Timmy and Steve Got to serve together on
All Saints day!

Below: David learning the ropes with A/
Page 3:

Top and bottom left: We were blessed to have
family pictures taken by a talented seminary friend!

Bottom left: David waorking hard at Hi-Pointe!
Fage 4:

Top: David (second row, third from right} singing
with the Senior Youth chaoir at the seminary
Reformation Concert!

Bottom:

Timmy [right green jersey| getting kicks in with
youth soccer intramurals at the seminary.

"As we GROW in Christ's Love and the Word, we will SHARE Christ's Love with the World." 17.
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