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Preschool Director / Teacher : Kat Ehlers 
flpmarinette@gmail.com  
715.732.9903 
Assistant Teacher: Marianne Evancheck 

FAITH LUTHERAN STAFF 

Church Office:  
Admin assistant: Maggie Nygren and  Kayla Lokken 
marinettefaithlutheran@gmail.com  
715.735.6506 
Church office hours for February 
Monday – Thursday from 8:00am-2:00pm 

Officiant: Rev. James Krueger  
revjfk@hotmail.com  
989.293.5335  
Pastor ‘office hours’ for February 
Monday – Thursday from 8:00am – 1:00pm 
These hours may be subject to change, so please call 
ahead if you would like to meet with Pastor. 

FAITH LUTHERAN LEADERSHIP 
President :Keith Mueller 
keith.mueller1227@yahoo.com 
920.621.0071  
Vice-President :Jim Zill  
jzill@new.rr.com  
907.654.0123  
 Financial Secretary : Lori Okrasinski 
lori.okrasinski@gmail.com  
715.927.6817  
Secretary : Kelly Coan  
kellycoan58@gmail.com  
715.701.3374  
Treasurer : TBD 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY 

• Worship Service……………9:00am 
• Fellowship Time……………10:15am 
• Bible Study………………………10:30am (September-May) 
• Sunday School……………….10:30am (September-May) 

WEDNESDAY 
• Discipleship Class …………6:00pm (September-May) 

THURSDAY 
• Choir Practice……………………6:00pm (September-May) 

  

mailto:keith.mueller1227@yahoo.com
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A  MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JIM  

“Valentine’s Day” is only a couple of weeks away. Rather than limiting the focus on the classroom 
traditions of handing out candy treats and cards, and buying large ‘heart-shaped’ boxes of chocolates, and 
giving extravagant gifts, why not focus on SHARING AND LIVING the overall theme of ‘love’ that is the heart 
and core of this day?  
 
“Valentine’s Day” is an opportunity for us to remind ourselves and others about the ‘unconditional love’ 
that all people receive from God the Father. It is an opportunity to reflect on how we are SHARING AND 
LIVING ‘godly’ love with our spouse, our family, and our neighbors. 
 
The apostle John wrote what is the most recognized and quoted passage in the Bible – John 3:16, “For God 
so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life.” In this verse, St. John described our Father’s universal love and plan of salvation for all 
sinners. 
 
In 1 John 4:9-11, the apostle John describes exactly how this love from God impacts our life on earth – “This 
is how God showed His love among us: He sent His one and only Son into the world that we might live 
through Him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.”  
 
“… that we might LIVE through Him.” We are each knit together in our mother’s womb by Almighty God for 
a purpose – to live each day to His glory and live the ‘new birth’ we receive through baptism. This new life 
and ongoing work of the Holy Spirit guides our attitudes, our words, and our deeds. What examples in your 
life reveal the work of the Holy Spirit and how your life is motivated by His unconditional love for you and 
others? 
 
God our Father’s desire for us is not to just exist in the world, but to live guided by His love for us. The 
apostle John recorded these words from Jesus in John 10:10b, “I have come that they may have life, and 
have it to the full.” Motivated by His love God the Father sent His one and only Son for you. Motivated by 
His love God the Father brought you to Himself and made you His own through a life of saving faith in Jesus. 
This love came at great cost and sacrifice. 
 
Four days after Valentine’s Day is “Ash Wednesday” – the beginning of the church season called “Lent.” 
During Lent we remember the unconditional love of God for us and all sinners – a love so great that He 
willingly sent His one and only Son Jesus to bear the punishment of our sins, to suffer and die the death we 
deserve, and to overcome sin, death, and the grave for us so that we may LIVE a new and full life. 
 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends” 
(John 15:13). We have no greater friend in the world than Jesus. On this upcoming Valentine’s Day, renew 
your love for your spouse, your family, and your friends, but give and live the greater love for God your 
Father and your Savior Jesus with thanksgiving for the daily work of the Holy Spirit. 
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T H E  T I M E  O F  E A S T E R  –  L E N T  
 

The “Time of Easter” invites us into the account of Jesus’ sacrificial death and His glorious resurrection. 
The resurrection of Jesus demonstrates that our salvation has been completed and that our hope for 
eternal life with or Father in heaven is secure. 
 
The “Forty Day of Lent” are associated with Jesus’ forty days in the wilderness prior to His temptation by 
the devil (Matthew 4:1-11), and the forty years that the Israelites spent in the wilderness on their journey 
to the “Promised Land” (Numbers 14:34). 
 
The Sundays during this season are NOT “of Lent” but “IN Lent,” nevertheless these Sundays follow the 
solemn nature of the season by omitting portions of the ‘divine’ services and hymns and songs containing 
celebratory words like “Alleluia” and “Hallelujah.” 
 
The season of Lent provides clear and focused opportunities for us to prepare our hearts to receive our 
crucified and risen Savior. Take time to read the following passages: Psalm 51, Isaiah 58:6-12, Joel 2:12-
13, Matthew 4:1-11, Matthew 6:1-18, and Romans 6:1-4. 
 
There are several practices and traditions that are historically connected to the season of Lent: 
 
  The church is decorated in violet, the color of royalty and repentance period of repentance is 

marked by a purposeful turning away from temptation and sin and turning toward Christ for His 
mercy and forgiveness. 
 

  Ash Wednesday begins the observance of the season of Lent. Ashes on the forehead (“Imposition 
of Ashes”) is an outward sign of penitence and a reminder that we, too, will physically die and need 
the forgiveness that was accomplished for us through Jesus. Black is often used to decorate the 
Sanctuary on Ash Wednesday. 
 
 

 “Alleluia” is the Hebrew word for “Praise the Lord.” It is a joyous expression of faith in God. During 
Lent, we forgo using this joyous response in order to focus on our need for repentance and saving 
faith in Jesus alone. 
 

 As in Advent, so also in Lent, we do not sing the “Gloria in Excelsis” in the divine services. We omit 
this portion to retain the penitential focus on Lent. 
 
 

 Fasting traditionally includes giving up eating a particular meal or time in order to devote that time 
to prayer and meditation on the Word of God. 

 
 Many churches observe Lent with the inclusion of ‘midweek services.’ These additional 

opportunities for worship gather us more around the Word of God and often on specific themes to 
help us prepare for Holy Week and the celebration of the Day of Resurrection and the season of 
Easter. 
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L E N T E N  M I D W E E K  W O R S H I P  S C H E D U L E  A N D  T H E M E  
 

The theme for our ‘midweek’ services during the season of Lent is “DYING His Death – LIVING His Life.” 
 
During the Lenten season, we are reminded that we are buried with Christ in His death so that we might 
live with Him in His resurrection (Romans 6:1-4). The old is gone. The new has come. Each day affords us 
a chance to die to self and live for Him. 
 
Through word and song in these Lenten ‘midweek’ worship services, we focus our thoughts on all that 
was put to death on the cross so that we might daily receive the blessings of a new life made possible 
through faith in Jesus. 
 
 

 
JOIN US FOR OUR LENTEN MIDWEEK FELLOWSHIP 

MEALS STARTING WITH “ASH WEDNESDAY” AT 5:30PM 
(a sign-up sheet for ‘hosts’ is on the bulletin board) 

 
JOIN US FOR OUR LENTEN MIDWEEK SERVICES 
BEGINNING AT 6:30PM (hymn-sings at 6:20pm) 

 
 

February 18 – “Ash Wednesday” – “Dying to Sin, Living in Forgiveness” 
February 25 – “Midweek 1” – “Dying to Pride, Living for Others” 
March 4 – “Midweek 2” – “Dying to Greed, Living for the Treasures of Heaven” 
March 11 – “Midweek 3” – “Dying to Doubt, Living by Faith” 
March 18 – “Midweek 4” – “Dying to Turmoil, Living in Peace” 
March 25 – “Midweek 5” – “Dying to Judgment, Living in Grace” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

" A S  W E  G R O W  I N  C H R I S T ' S  L O V E  A N D  T H E  W O R D ,  W E  W I L L  S H A R E  C H R I S T ' S  L O V E  W I T H  T H E  W O R L D . "  
 6  
 

BECOMING AN “ELDER” 
Have you ever thought about becoming an “Elder” here at Faith? or what is required of an elder? how much time 
does it take up? Well let me help with some of the questions or “misconceptions”. First of all, you do NOT need to 
be asked to be a member of the Board of Elders – though every new member must be approved by the existing board 
members per our Constitution here at Faith. If becoming an elder is something you have thought about or want more 
information about, you can talk with any one of the existing members or simply check the box on your Time and 
Talents sheet later this year. Second, not everyone is made the same way so while some are better at certain 
aspects of the responsibilities, others may be better at other aspects – we all work together to ensure that the 
spiritual needs of the congregation are met. 

 
THE LEADERSHIP OF THE CHURCH 
 
Some individuals in the past have thought that they need to be able to conduct a service or deliver a sermon in 
those “emergency” situations that arise now and then – we are all good at something but not all good at the same 
things which, again, is why we work together as a team to accomplish what needs to be done! In the past months 
you’ve heard or read about the “Elder Assistant” that we have been promoting and this is another excellent path to 
learning what it is we do on Sunday’s. If you have an interest or just a question or two, please contact any one of us 
as we are always there to assist. There is currently one open position on the board and I know there are more than 
a few men in our congregation more than capable of “doing what we do”. Being an elder is a very rewarding 
experience allowing each member to work closely with the Pastor and members of the congregation to maintain a 
happy, healthy, and very spiritual church life here at Faith. 
In HIS service, 
The members of the Board of Elders 
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D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 5  Y E A R - T O - D A T E  F I N A N C I A L  S U M M A R Y  
 
> Offerings for December totaled $18,295, bringing the year-to-date total to $217,991 which was $19,049 below 
budget 
 
> Expenses for December totaled $23,115, bringing the year-to-date total to $215,035 which was $22,005 below 
budget 
 
> Interest income for December totaled $113, bringing the year-to-date total to $1,299 
 
> Net loss from Operations for December totaled $(4,708), resulting in a year-to-date net income of $4,256 
 
> December offerings received for missions and community outreach totaled $6,693, bringing the year-to-date to 
$49,635 (these funds are not included in the offering totals shown above) 
 
> Unrestricted cash on 1/1/25 was $69,482; as of 12/31/25 $78,715 
 
> Restricted funds on 1/1/25 were $220,816; as of 12/31/25 $237,755 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Roxanne Mueller 
Treasurer 
 

O N L I N E  G I V I N G  
 
LCEF provides our church with the technology and security to receive online gifts through our website 
faithmarinette.org  LCEF makes this service available to us at no charge when the gift is made from a bank account.  
When the gift is made from a credit or debit card, the credit card company charges a 3.8% fee that is deducted from 
the gift. LCEF passes this expense on to us.  The payment method can be easily overlooked because the online 
giving service leads with the credit card. All you need to do is click on the words ‘Bank Account’ to change the 
payment method as illustrated in the image below.  We are grateful for all gifts, no matter how they are given! We 
just wanted online givers to know that they have an option.  Please reach out to Roxanne Mueller if you have any 
questions. 
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2025 FOOD PANTRY AND HOMELESS KIT 
DONATIONS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Faith Lutheran Church Annual Food Pantry and Homeless Kit Donation grand total for 2025 is 435 bags (valued 
at $4,350).  This surpasses last years total of 392 bags (valued at $3,920)!   
 
Thank you to everyone who donated non-perishable food, hygiene items and cash to support the home-less people 
and families served by the  Abundant Life Mission & Homeless Shelter (ALM) in Menominee, MI and NEWCAP 
Industries, Inc. in Marinette, WI.  
 
Please continue to place ALM food items in the wooden chest under the family pictures and NEWCAP items in the 
grocery cart.  Thank you for supporting these community-serving organizations. 
                                                                                                                                      
 

 THE BOARD OF MISSIONAL LIFE  
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GROCERIES ∗ 68 71 71 94 175 336 271 346 372 369
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 KIT ITEMS ** 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 42 20 66
GRAND
TOTALS 68 71 71 94 175 336 271 388 392 435

*   Food Items donated to ABUNDANT LIFE MISSION & HOMELESS SHELTER, Menominee, MI.
** Homeless Kit items donated to NEWCAP INDUSTRIES, INC., Marinette, WI.

BAGS  DONATED (Cash Value = $10 each  bag) 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH:  ANNUAL FOOD 
PANTRY AND HOMELESS KIT ITEM DONATIONS
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C O N C O R D I A  S E M I N A R Y  “ A D O P T E D ”  F A M I L Y  
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NAUMANN LETTER 
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HOLY LAND NOUR TOUR  
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FAITH LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL UPDATES 
 
Faith Lutheran Preschool continues to be a place of growth, joy, and many blessings, and we are 
so thankful to share a few exciting updates with you. 
 
First, we would like to express a heartfelt thank you to everyone who gave to the Birthday/Anniversary 
Fund in 2025. Your generosity has been an incredible blessing to our preschool. Because of these gifts, 
we are able to keep tuition at a competitive rate for families in our community. In turn, this allows us to 
welcome more children and families to share the love and joy that God so graciously gives to all of us. 
As our program continues to grow, we do have a practical need to share. The preschool is in need 
of a new computer. Our current computer is still operating on Windows 10, and as of the beginning of 
2026, Windows 11 is the supported platform for updated security. Ensuring a secure and reliable system 
is important for the daily operations of the preschool, and we appreciate your prayers and consideration 
as we work toward this update. 
 
We are also excited to invite everyone to help us spread the word about Faith Lutheran Preschool Open 
House, which will be held on March 5 from 4:30–6:30 p.m. Please share this date with friends, neighbors, 
and anyone who may be looking for a loving, Christ-centered preschool environment. 
 
God has truly been at work in our classroom. At this time, we have already welcomed 16 families into the 
preschool, with three additional families currently inquiring. With our capacity of 18 students, we may 
soon need to begin a waiting list. To put this into perspective, we began this past September with just six 
students, and now we are preparing for continued growth. We are deeply thankful to the Lord for this 
amazing blessing. 
 
Please continue to keep Ms. Marianne and myself in your prayers, asking for calm, wisdom, and joy as we 
navigate the wonderful and busy storm of preschool life. We are grateful for your continued support and 
for the many ways you partner with us in nurturing faith, learning, and community. 
 
With gratitude, 
Ms. Kat Ehlers 
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Ephemeral Echoes 
In fleeting moments, our lives unfold, 
A whisper of time, so brief, so bold. 
We gather treasures, build empires high,  
Yet dust and shadows claim them, by and by. 
 
What worth are riches, amassed with pride, 
 
When we depart, we leave them glide 
The houses of stone, the gold we glean, 
Fade into whispers, a forgotten dream. 
 
For in this world, our stay is brief, 
A tale of joy, of pain, of grief. 
 
We grasp at moments, clutch to hold, 
Yet time slips by, relentless, cold. 
 
We journey onward, beyond the veil, 
Where earthly gains cannot prevail. 
No wealth or power can cross that gate, 

Only care and kindness we create. 
 
So ponder not on what we own, 
But on the seeds of care we’ve sown. 
For in the end, what truly remains, 
Are the hearts we’ve touched, the love that reigns. 
 
Let go of burdens, the worldly chase, 
Embrace the light, the higher grace. 
For in the end, we all must see, 
There’s something more, ‘yond you and me. 
 
And as we leave, with nothing in hand, 
 
We find our place in a promised land. 
So live with purpose, love with might, 
For what we leave is pure and bright. 
 

PATRICK J. WOOD 

 
 
T H R I V E N T  C H O I C E ®  S T R E N G T H E N I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S .  C H A N G I N G  

L I V E S .  

 

By directing Choice Dollars® through the Thrivent Choice program, eligible Thrivent clients with 
membership can  influence where Thrivent distributes some of its outreach  funding each year. 
 
Help make a difference For more information about the Thrivent Choice program and Choice 
Dollars: • Visit thrivent.com/thriventchoice. • Call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” 
when prompted. • Contact your Thrivent financial advisor. 
 
About Thrivent Thrivent is a member-owned financial services organization, offering advice, 
investments, insurance, banking and generosity programs to help clients make an impact on 
the people, causes and communities they love. Thrivent Choice is one of many membership 
programs available to help clients make a meaningful impact in their communities. To learn 
more, visit thrivent.com today. 
 
This year’s Deadline is  March 31, 2026 



 
 

" A S  W E  G R O W  I N  C H R I S T ' S  L O V E  A N D  T H E  W O R D ,  W E  W I L L  S H A R E  C H R I S T ' S  L O V E  W I T H  T H E  W O R L D . "  
 1 8  
 

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  B O A R D  O F  E D U C A T I O N  
 

Dear Faith Lutheran Church Members, 
Generosity has the power to transform lives, and thanks to your continued financial support of the Faith Lutheran 
Preschool you have made a huge and lasting difference in the preschool children& Christian education and 
spiritual growth. 
 

Our mission is to provide a high-quality, faith-based education to children in our community. Your gifts allow us to 
keep this mission affordable and thriving. For example, this year, through your support of the Birthday/Anniversary 
Fund, we have been able to reduce the cost of tuition to families by $30 per month per child for the 2026-27 school 
year. What a blessing to these families!! Currently we have 16 children enrolled in our preschool, 16 little people 
learning about our Lord Jesus Christ and the love He has for them! 
 

Recently it was brought to our attention that people thought they were supporting the preschool in a certain way 
and their money did not get to where they intended. There are 3 ways your offering can be applied to the preschool: 
 
1. To support general operation – this covers salaries, educational materials, licenses, background checks, 
snacks, etc. To have your offering go to support general operations of the preschool, please fill out your offering 
envelope as shown here: 
   

 
2. To support tuition assistance program- this is money is kept in a separate account and used only to cover the 
cost of tuition that qualified families cannot cover. The Board of Education has a criterion for granting tuition 
assistance and a process for evaluating a family’s financial need and determining what portion of the tuition the 
family will be responsible for covering. (There will always be a portion of the tuition that the family will be expected 
to cover.) To have your offering go to support the tuition assistance program, please fill out your offering envelope 
as shown here: 
 

 
3. To support tuition reduction – this is money is kept in a separate fund and used only to lower the planned tuition 
for all student by an amount each year and is dependent on the amount of money given to this fund. This was the 
Fund started last year and called the Birthday/Anniversary Fund. Members were asked to consider making a 
“sacrificial offering” in honor of the blessing of life in years given you and/or in honor of the blessing of years in 
marriage given you. To have your offering go to this fund, please fill out the special offering envelope found on the 
carousel on the desk in the narthex as shown above.  
 

Knowing the congregation stands behind this ministry inspires our board and preschool staff to continue our vital 
work with renewed energy. Thank you for your continued prayers and financial support. 
 
Blessings,   
 Kelly Coan, Board of Education Member 
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T IME AND TALLENT FEBRUARY 
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C A L E N D A R  
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