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Preschool Director / Teacher : Kat Ehlers 
flpmarinette@gmail.com  
715.732.9903 
Assistant Teacher: Marianne Evancheck 

FAITH LUTHERAN STAFF 

Church Office:  
Admin assistant: Maggie Nygren and  Kayla Lokken 
marinettefaithlutheran@gmail.com  
715.735.6506 
Church office hours 
Monday – Thursday from 8:00am-2:00pm 
Kayla (Monday and Tuesday) Maggie (Wednesday and Thursday) 

Officiant: Rev. James Krueger  
revjfk@hotmail.com  
989.293.5335  
Pastor ‘office hours’ 
Monday – Thursday from 8:00am – 1:00pm 
These hours may be subject to change, so please call 
ahead if you would like to meet with Pastor. 

FAITH LUTHERAN LEADERSHIP 
President :Keith Mueller 
keith.mueller1227@yahoo.com 
920.621.0071  
Vice-President :Jim Zill  
jzill@new.rr.com  
907.654.0123  
 Financial Secretary : Lori Okrasinski 
lori.okrasinski@gmail.com  
715.927.6817  
Secretary : Kelly Coan  
kellycoan58@gmail.com  
715.701.3374  
Treasurer : OPEN 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY 

• Worship Service……………9:00am 
• Fellowship Time……………10:15am 
• Bible Study………………………10:30am (September-May) 
• Sunday School……………….10:30am (September-May) 

WEDNESDAY 
• Discipleship Study…………6:00pm  

THURSDAY 
• Adult Choir………………….……6:00pm 

  

mailto:keith.mueller1227@yahoo.com
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A  MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JIM 
JESUS – YOUR “GOOD SHEPHERD” 

On Sunday, April 26, we celebrated “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Falling on the 4th Sunday of Easter, the message 
centered on Jesus as the nurturing, sacrificial protector who knows His sheep by name and lays down His life for 
them. Based on readings from John 10 and Psalm 23, many key themes are taught including: trusting God’s 
guidance, recognizing Jesus' voice over strangers, and finding security in His care. 

Core Scripture Teaching: John 10:1-18 (The Good Shepherd) 

• The Shepherd's Voice (vv. 3-4): Jesus calls His sheep by name, and they follow Him because they know His 
voice. 

• The Gate/Door (vv. 7-9): Jesus is the only way to safety and pasture. 

• The Good Shepherd (v. 11): Unlike a hired hand who abandons sheep, Jesus sacrifices His life for them. 

• Other Sheep (v. 16): Jesus has a mission to unite a diverse flock beyond the traditional boundaries. 

Key Themes & Study Points 

• Personal Intimacy: The shepherd does not just oversee a flock; he knows each sheep individually, implying 
a personal relationship with God. 

• Protection vs. Wolves: Jesus protects His flock from danger, including sinful desires, the devil, and spiritual 
dangers. 

• Rest and Abundance (Psalm 23): The Good Shepherd leads us to "green pastures" and "quiet waters," 
which symbolize finding rest in God’s peace rather than just physical comfort. 

• Voluntary Sacrifice: Jesus emphasizes that He is not forced to die, but lays down His life willingly out of 
love. 

Discussion Questions 

1. Voice Recognition: In a world filled with many voices, how can we better recognize the voice of the Good 
Shepherd? 

2. Trusting the Path: Psalm 23 says, "Even when I walk through the darkest valley... you are with me." When is 
it hardest for you to trust that the Shepherd is close by? 

3. The Good Shepherd vs. Hired Hand: What "hired hands" (false security) do we tend to follow instead of 
Jesus? 

4. Knowing the Name: How does it change your daily life to know that Jesus knows you by name? 

 
Additional “Devotional Activity” 

• For “Reflection”: read Psalm 23 again slowly and highlight phrases in those verses that describe God’s 
actions (example: leads, restores, comforts). 

• Action Item: Consider what "wandering" looks like in your own life, and pray for Jesus “The Good Shepherd” 
to guide you back to His safety. 
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Failing to Plan is Planning to Fail 

We are taught in Proverbs 29:18, “Where there is no vision, the people perish.” This verse emphasizes that lacking 
divine revelation or lacking a future-focused purpose will lead to wandering aimlessly in the present with no 
intentional thought or planning for the future of the next generation and the next. 

“Future planning” by the members of the church is accomplished by intentionally planning for the future needs of 
our present ‘younger’ generations so that they can grow up in a thriving ministry and be fashioned into future leaders 
who follow the example of forward-thinking leaders of the past while adapting to their generation’s challenges and 
realities. 

“Future planning” is absolutely vital for congregations in order to align and provide resources that support the 
mission and vision, ensure long-term sustainability, and proactively shape the future rather than merely reacting to 
present crises. 

“Strategic planning” assists in ‘future planning’ by providing clear focus, prioritizing any competing demands, and 
fostering unity by defining a clear, shared vision for the next 5-10 years. 

Key reasons for future planning include: 

• Strategic Alignment: It aligns the church's resources—time, money, facilities, and personnel—with its core 
mission and future vision. 

• Long-Term Sustainability: It addresses changing ministry circumstances, ensuring the church can adapt to 
new and future challenges and avoid decline. 

• Focus and Clarity: It helps congregations avoid distractions, providing a "North Star" that directs decision-
making and prevents wasteful, directionless activity. 

• Proactive Ministry: It allows leaders to anticipate future needs, transitioning from reactive, survival-mode 
thinking to proactive, vision-driven ministry. 

• Leadership Development: It aids in developing the next generation of leaders and ensures stability during 
transitions through planning future succession. 

One of the great dangers to successful future planning is the attitude that “What worked before will work for the 
future.” While past decisions from past leaders may contribute to a strong and growing present church ministry, the 
present changes in our cultural values, the modern challenges to families, the erosion of basic Christian values, the 
decline of academic preparation in the majority of school classrooms, the misalignment of personal and societal 
priorities, and the downward spiral of personal, community, state, and national expectations have ALL changed so 
drastically in just a couple generations that past models of leadership and planning rarely meet present needs and 
realities to say nothing of the future. 

*** We can certainly learn from the past and celebrate its successes, but the present realities we face must inform 
and guide any planning for the future *** 

Another barrier to successful future planning / vision for the local church and its members is when we fail to 
include and treat the membership as ‘stake holders’ in the present and as absolute investors in the future of the 
church – especially beyond their years on earth. 

We must seek out representatives of each generation of our church membership to fill positions of present and 
future leadership on our boards and committees. 

*** We must include the awareness, experiences, and ideas of multiple generations in the present if we hope to 
make informed and forward-looking decisions for the present we share and the future days and years to come. 
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While we walk together in the present and plan together for the future, let us build our present and future hope on 
these words from Almighty God as recorded in Proverbs 29:11, “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares 
the LORD, ‘plans to prosper you and not for evil, plans to give you hope and a future.’” (NIV) 

 

BECOMING AN “ELDER” 
Have you ever thought about becoming an “Elder” here at Faith? What is required of an elder? How much time does 
it take up? Well let me help with some of the questions or “misconceptions”. First of all, you do NOT need to be 
asked to be a member of the Board of Elders – though every new member must be approved by the existing board 
members per our Constitution here at Faith. If becoming an elder is something you have thought about or want more 
information about, you can talk with any one of the existing members or simply check the box on your Time and 
Talents sheet later this year. Second, not everyone is made the same way so while some are better at certain 
aspects of the responsibilities, others may be better at other aspects – we all work together to ensure that the 
spiritual needs of the congregation are met. 
 
 

THE LEADERSHIP OF THE CHURCH 
 
Some individuals in the past have thought that they need to be able to conduct a service or deliver a sermon in those 
“emergency” situations that arise now and then – we are all good at something but not all good at the same things 
which, again, is why we work together as a team to accomplish what needs to be done! In the past months you’ve 
heard or read about the “Elder Assistant” that we have been promoting and this is another excellent path to learning 
what it is we do on Sunday’s. If you have an interest or just a question or two, please contact any one of us as we are 
always there to assist. There is currently one open position on the board and I know there are more than a few men 
in our congregation more than capable of “doing what we do”. Being an elder is a very rewarding experience allowing 
each member to work closely with the Pastor and members of the congregation to maintain a happy, healthy, and 
very spiritual church life here at Faith. 
In HIS service, 
The members of the Board of Elders 
 
 
 
 

DOCUMENT DESTRUCTION 
 
To all Congregational Members, the Church Council has hired Country Mile Document Destruction to come to the 
church and destroy financial documents that are scheduled for destruction. The Council is offering this service to 
its members. So, if you have any documents you'd like destroyed please bring them to church at 8:00am June 
18th. For confidentiality reasons, you will be responsible for dumping your documents into the 64 gallon bins. 
(Kelly will assist if requested) All paper clips, rubber bands, alligator clips, etc. must be removed prior to dumping 
the documents. Staples are permissible. Documents are quickly destroyed in your presence. See Kelly with any 
questions. 
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“FIRST ANNUAL COOKIE WALK 
– TAKE A WALK ON THE SWEET 
SIDE” 
On Saturday, November 7 from 10am-12pm, Faith Lutheran Church will host its first ever “Annual Cookie Walk.” 
 
This event … 

• is hosted by the Faith Lutheran Church “Board of Missional Life” and contains as one of its ‘goals’ to add 
another way to ‘open our doors’ to the community around us,  

• seeks to help individuals and families in the local community (or even farther away) to prepare for the 
holidays of Thanksgiving and Christmas by reducing their amount of baking preparation.  

• provides a ‘fellowship time’ where we become known to our ‘neighbors’ and our ‘neighbors’ begin to learn 
a little more about us.  

• provides a variety of cookies and other baked goods combined with community spirit in a “grab-and-go” 
environment. 
 

Prices are determined by the actual weight of the cookies / baked goods that are placed into containers that we 
provide for their use. 
 

The proceeds from this event will be directed in support of a ministry at Faith Lutheran Church and will be 
determined in upcoming months. 
 

WHAT THIS EVENT NEEDS FROM OUR FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH FAMILY: 
(more details to come in future newsletters) 
1. Help us to promote this event in the neighborhoods or towns you live in. 
2. Begin collecting ‘large’ coffee cans and containers that can be decorated with holiday wrappings for use by 
those who attend. 
*** Rosie Wolbrink has volunteered to ‘store’ all containers that are donated. Starting June 1 there will be a 
receiving bin in the Fellowship Hall that all ‘clean’ containers can be placed in from week to week. 
3. We will need every baker in our church family to consider donating the variety and quantity we hope to provide 
for this event. 
 
4. Volunteers to oversee putting the desired choices of baked goods by attendees in their container as we want to 
provide a ‘sterile’ environment. 
 
PRIZES will include: 
1. Gift cards for the “TOP 5” individuals who donated the “TOP 5” amounts of baked goods (measured in ‘dozens’). 
2. Gift cards for local businesses that will be offered through a drawing at the event for those in attendance 
(including FLC members). 
 
PLEASE WATCH FUTURE NEWSLETTERS for more information! 
LARGE coffee container donations begin June 1 at Faith Lutheran Church. 
Contact Chairman Jim Zill or Pastor Jim for more information. THANK YOU!!! 

Thi  Ph  b  U k  A h  i  li d 

 

https://moonstarsandpaper.blogspot.com/2007_12_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://foto.wuestenigel.com/healthy-cooking-with-attila-hildmann/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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LWML QUILTING EVENT 

MOTHER’S DAY CARNATIONS 
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F A M I L Y  L E T T E R S  
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EASTER BASKET DONATIONS FOR NEEDY 
CHILDREN IN MARINETTE 
At Easter time, the City of Marinette sponsors “The Easter Basket Project” which asks local church groups, businesses, Scout 
troops, schools, nonprofit organizations, and private citizens to donate pre-made Easter Baskets, or monetary donations, for 
needy boys and girls, infant to preteen, in the community. 
 
The contributed baskets are taken to the Community REC Center at 2501 Pierce Ave. People 
at the REC then distribute them through local crisis agencies, schools, local hospitals, 
churches, Human Services, etc. In past years, more than 300 baskets were delivered locally. 
This year Sandy Lesperance contributed and delivered 24 Easter Baskets to the REC Center 
on behalf of Faith Luthern Church. The Board of Missional Life has reimbursed her for the cost 
of the materials to make the baskets. 
 
Thank you, Sandy, for doing this on our behalf. 
 
May the Lord bless you richly for the love that you show to others! 
THE BOARD OF MISSIONAL LIFE 
 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH (FLC) BOARD OF 
MISSIONAL LIFE:“BAGS FOR KIDS” 
 
The Board of Missional Life encourages members of the congregation to share the Gospel of Jesus in words and deeds in the 
following ways: 

• Encouraging members to invite others to worship. 
• Facilitating events in the community for members to engage people outside of the church. 
• Making a positive difference and promoting Faith Lutheran Church. 
• Choosing missionaries to support through prayer and financial donations and communicating messages from those 

missionaries to the congregation. 
One of the ways that we are making a positive difference in the community is through our “Bags for Kids” ministry – which 
collaborates with Denise Kunz at Marinette Health and Human Services. We ask members of the congregation to donate new 
or “gently used” duffel or carry-on bags to give to children when they are removed from abusive homes and moved to foster 
care. 
 
When these children are removed, the situation is often traumatic, and they need something to put their clothes and personal 
items in. Prior to this program, they often had to use a trash bag to put their things in for travelling.  
 
“Bags for Kids: started as a revitalization team project in 2021. The Board later adopted it in 2022 and we’ve kept it going since 
that time. 
 
Denise recently asked us for more duffel and carry-on bags. In March, we provided three carry-ons and one duffel bag. 
If you want to donate a new or gently used bag or give a monetary gift to help purchase new bags, please contact Rosie 
Wolbrink or any member of the Board of Missional Life. 
 
Thank you. THE BOARD OF MISSIONAL LIFE 
 
 

    

https://freepngimg.com/png/12339-easter-basket-bunny-transparent
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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FAITH LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL UPDATES 
Faith Lutheran Preschool is already looking ahead with excitement to the 2026–2027 school  year. We are happy to 
share that ten students are currently enrolled, with additional families exploring the opportunity to join the program. 
We are grateful for the continued interest and look forward to another wonderful year of learning and growth. If you 
know of families considering preschool for their children, we encourage you to share Faith Lutheran Preschool as a 
nurturing and meaningful start to their educational journey. 
 

As the 2025–2026 school year comes to a close, students and teachers are eagerly anticipating their final field trip 
to Harmony Arboretum. This special experience provides a meaningful opportunity to connect classroom learning 
with God’s creation. We are also looking forward to celebrating the end of the year with a picnic for students and 
their families, complete with a bouncy house slide for the children and their siblings to enjoy. The final days of school 
are May 28 for our Tuesday/Thursday class and May 29 for our Tuesday/Thursday/Friday class.  
 

This time of year brings both reflection and gratitude. While teaching can be demanding, the joy found in each child’s 
smile and the growth seen throughout the year make every moment truly worthwhile. 
 

We extend our sincere thanks to the congregation for the continued support shown to Faith Lutheran Preschool 
throughout the year. Your encouragement and generosity make a lasting impact on the students and families we 
serve. 
 

Thank you for being an important part of the preschool community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Built a Cross, a Plus Sign, and an 
“H” for his name.  
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LCMS TRIENNIAL CONVENTION 

•   July 18–23, 2026   •   Phoenix, Arizona 
 
The 69th Regular Convention of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) will meet under the theme 
“Christ Is Risen Indeed,” based on 1 Corinthians 15:20–22: 
 
“But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. For as by 
a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in 
Christ shall all be made alive.” 
 
Convention Bible study guides (‘leader’ and ‘participant’) are available on the LCMS website (lcms.org) 
and can be digitally downloaded and printed for those who desire to participate. 
 
There is much more information that will be released in the coming weeks and months which you can 
follow on the LCMS website (lcms.org), but there is an important way the members of Faith Lutheran 
Church can participate in the ‘mission’ component of this convention. 
 
The theme for the 2026 National Offering reflects the church’s call to share the message of Christ’s 
resurrection far and wide, across space and time: “Christ Is Risen! Tell the Next Generation.” 
 
The theme is based on Psalm 78:4: “We will not hide them from their children, but tell to the coming 
generation the glorious deeds of the Lord, and His might, and the wonders that He has done.” 
 
The “National Offering,” which spans the years between conventions, provides an opportunity for 
congregations, districts, circuits, individuals or other groups to support the work of the LCMS vigorously 
to make known the Good News of Jesus Christ, that all might rejoice and give thanks to our heavenly 
Father. 
 
Gifts to the 2026–2029 National Offering will directly benefit ongoing domestic work carried out at the local 
level by LCMS congregations, districts and others, and supported by LCMS Family Ministry, Youth Ministry, 
Campus Ministry and School Ministry. 
 
In future weeks and months, additional information will be made available, including information about 
grant opportunities for LCMS congregations, districts and Recognized Service Organizations to take part 
in spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ to the next generation. 
 

LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION  
Time: Bible study 12 PM, meeting 1PM Date: Tuesday May 5th  

Faith Lutheran women in mission are having a bible study at noon “Esther – a Faithful Woman of God” led 
by VP/Christian life Betsy Gill. All women age 18 and older are welcome to attend. Bring a lunch too. 
Pastor’s Winkel at FLC and LWML are serving coffee, juice, and refreshments at 8:30 am – 9am 12 PM – 
lunch. The Lutheran Woman in Mission have a meeting at 1pm in the church library.  
 
Marilyn Theel, president 
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FAITH LUTHERAN VBS 2026 
Theme : Rainforest Falls  Save the Date: July 26-30 
Times: 3:30 PM – 6:30 PM 
Location: 4009 Irving Street, Marinette, Wi 
Ages: 3-year-old – 5th grade 
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Time and Talent 
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C A L E N D A R   
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